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Anne Hohlweck
Mayor Porcino called to order the Regular Meeting at 8:00 p.m.
I.  
ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXIT SIGNS

II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE – EDWARD WOOTTEN, Father of DPW employee, Robert Wootten, and CATV Chairman
Mayor Porcino offered condolences to the family. 
SWEARING IN NEW VOLUNTEER FIRE FIGHTER – MAX BRIENDEL
Mayor Porcino administered the oath.  He thanked Mr. Briendel for his service. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Fire Chief, Mark Florkowski, reported the following activities for October:
- 20 Calls for the month

- 52 Maintenance hours

- 174.5 Drill training hours

Other activities attended by Officers and Firefighters

- 10/5 - Attended Irvington FD annual inspection
- 10/8 - Hosted a fire prevention presentation for a local au pair group

- 10/15 - Hosted Cub Scout tour of the firehouse
- 10/26 - Attended Halloween Parade and party at the community center

- 10/26 - Attended Dobbs Ferry annual inspection
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Mayor Porcino read the October Police Department Report on behalf of Chief Califano as follows:
- Court fines and fees - $21,408
- 105 Parking summonses issued

-   96 Summonses issued

Other activities attended by Officers -
- 32 hours of SWAT training

- 2 officers attended Domestic Violence training 

- Youth Council meeting
- SAYF Coalition meeting

- Ardsley Nursery School given tour of Police Station

- Freshman transition into high school – presentation for parents
- Ardsley Cares Day

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Building Inspector, Larry Tomasso, reported the following activities for October:

- 13 Building permits 

- 13 Application permits 

- 11 Certificates of Occupancy

-   9 Plumbing permits

- 12 Electrical permits

-   7 Letters of compliance

Total received - $12,060.50

Other activities -

- 55 Building inspections

- 30 Zoning inspections

- 14 Violation notices

-   3 Warning notices

-   2 Fire inspections*

*Performed by building inspector
Mayor Porcino inquired about the census on legal two-family residences.  Mr. Tomasso said the report should be available by the end of the week.
Mayor Porcino welcomed former Mayor Jay Leon.

Mr. Leon talked about important projects he was involved in that are still on-going or have finalized as follows:
- Sidewalk project which was just completed  

- Waterwheel Restaurant holds importance to the Village 
- Village has viable emergency services workers.  He noted that when residents volunteer, their service helps to keep down taxes as the Village does not have to hire workers
- Traffic, and the widening of 9A 

Mr. Leon expressed appreciation for the many contributions that Trustee Minore and Trustee Nardecchia have made while serving their terms.

Mayor Porcino thanked Mr. Leon for stopping by the meeting.

Mayor Porcino said Mr. Leon was the founding force behind the Safe Routes to Schools.  He also was involved with the Affordable Housing Committee.
III.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Regular Meeting – November 4, 2013


Trustee Malone:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby      approves the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, November 4, 2013 as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
LEGAL REPORT:   
Judge Ponzini had no report.
Mayor Porcino said there will be an Executive Session.
MANAGER’S REPORT:
VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT
PREPARED BY GEORGE F. CALVI
FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2013
1. HOLIDAY OBSERVANCE:  In observance of Thanksgiving, Village Offices including the Justice Court, the Library, the Community Center, and the DPW will be closed Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29.  There will be no garbage collection.  There will, however, be a village-wide garbage collection on Saturday, November 30, as noted on your 2013 Sanitation Schedule.

 
2. MENORAH LIGHTING:  For the sixth year in a row, permission has been granted by the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley to Chabad of the River Towns to permit the display of a Menorah in celebration of the holiday season from November 27 through December 8 in Legion Park.   The lighting of the Shamash candle by Deputy Mayor Gary Malone is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 27, the day before Thanksgiving.  

 

3. STAR RE-REGISTRATION:  There are 43 days left to renew your Basic STAR exemption with the Department of Taxation and Finance for calendar year 2014.  You can do so by visiting www.tax.ny.gov.  Please don’t wait until December 31 when the website could be overwhelmed and break down.  Of course, you can always register by calling (518) 457-2036.  If your household income exceeds $500,000, you are not eligible for the Basic STAR exemption. 
 
4. CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  The annual Christmas Tree lighting ceremony takes place 6:00 p.m., Saturday, December 7.  People will gather in front of the Ardsley Fire House and walk down to Legion Park to light the tree.  After the lighting, everyone is invited back to the Community Center for coffee, cake, cookies, and music from our very own High School Select Chorus.  For details, please call the recreation department at 693-8012.
 
5. AUTUMN LEAVES:   Residents are reminded that all leaves must be bagged for pickup or placed in rigid containers, and that loose piles of leaves left curbside could subject someone to a fine.  Residents are also reminded that the Village has a leaf blower law in place. No leaf blowing, please, before 8:00 a.m. and past 8:00 p.m.  The details of the law are available for inspection on-line in the Village Code, or one may call the Village Clerk’s office at 693-1550.  Biodegradable paper leaf bags are available at the Village Clerk’s office for twenty-five cents a piece.  The first two bags are free.
 
6.  HEATHERDELL ROAD SIDEWALK PROJECT:  For all practical purposes, the construction of the new sidewalks on Heatherdell Road between Farm Road and Olympic Lane has been completed.  There is ongoing discussion about some minor work regarding road striping and signage, and that is being worked out.  Since we are in the season of giving thanks, I wish to take this opportunity to thank the residents of the community who indulged everyone involved with the project, with their patience during the construction period.  I know there was some grumbling about traffic backups, but most people took the matter in stride knowing full well what the finished product would look like, and I for one am quite happy with the outcome of the project.  Of course, I cannot complete my comments without mentioning the great efforts made by our consultant and former Mayor of Dobbs Ferry, Don Marra and our former Mayor Jay Leon, who spearheaded the securing of the federal funding in the first place for this project. 
 
7.  KING STREET BRIDGE PROJECT:  As for the King Street bridge project, let me begin by stating there is good news and bad news!  The good news is that after nearly a month of deliberations the Westchester County Department of Health and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation have come to terms with United Water New Rochelle and they are finally granting them a permit to relocate the water line at the small bridge on King Street.  Since United Water needs a bit of time to mobilize its contractor, and we wish to avoid any impact on the enjoyment of Thanksgiving and Chanukah by King Street residents, the work will commence on Monday, December 2, and it is expected to last 5 to 8 business days.   

 

The bad news is that too much time has been lost and we have reluctantly concluded to delay the actual work on the bridge itself until the end of March.  No one can assure us that the bridge work can be completed by Christmas, nor does the Village wish to impinge upon the holiday preparations and festivities leading up to Christmas and New Year’s.  This decision was  influenced by the increasingly cold weather [except for today], and the risk of laying down asphalt improperly.  Since all of the supplies and materials for the bridge work have arrived in Ardsley, they are being placed in storage in Pascone Park for the winter.  As soon as the weather breaks in the spring, we will be ready to go.  A notice to all King Street residents was mailed out on Friday afternoon.

 

On behalf of all the staff, a very Happy Chanukah to all our Jewish families, and a very Happy Thanksgiving to all our Village residents!
Ms. Berardi stated she has reminded residents via e-mails and other mediums to re-register for the STAR exemption and will continue to do so through year-end. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Mr. Calvi read the Treasurer’s Report on behalf of Marion DeMaio.

Mr. Calvi stated the bills for the past two weeks totaled as follows:  General Fund: $155,339.78; Trust & Agency Fund: $17,430.30; and from the Capital Fund: $224,803.11.  


Trustee Nardecchia: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to make the following payments: From the General Fund: $155,339.78; from the Trust & Agency Fund: $17,430.30; and from the Capital Fund: $224,803.11.  Seconded by Trustee Minore and passed unanimously.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:
- Thanked all the residents who voted
- Trustees Nardecchia and Minore will be retiring. Andy DiJusto and Mollie Monti were elected as Trustees
- Submitted a Memorandum of Law on the Rivertowns Square matter. The Environrnental Impact Statement (EIS) and the process were inadequate

- Wished all a Happy Thanksgiving and a Happy Chanukah
COMMITTEE & BOARD REPORTS:
TRUSTEE NARDECCHIA:

12/3 - The Atrium at Woodlands Open House from 1 to 3 p.m.  Registration required
12/4 -  Holiday wreath making

12/5 -  Sprain Brook Chanukah party

12/6 -  Seniors Holiday party at the firehouse from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
12/18  - Zumba Gold class
- The post sleeves were set in the ground for volleyball

- Enjoyed very much serving as Village Trustee over the past 12 years

- Ashford Avenue bridge – hoped it would have been completed during his Trustee tenure 

TRUSTEE MINORE:
- New sidewalks looks great!

- Website departmental meetings will be set up in the upcoming weeks

- 12/20 - SAYF Committee and Youth Council meetings at 6:45 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. respectively

- It has been an honor serving as Village Trustee

TRUSTEE MALONE:
- New Heatherdell Road sidewalk is a vast improvement
- Expressed appreciation to Trustees Minore and Nardecchia for their commitment and valuable input to the Village during their tenure
TRUSTEE KABOOLIAN:
- ASVAC Report for October  - 52 Calls

- Shared sentiments about Trustees Nardecchia and Minore
V.
VISITORS:

Mr. Armen Boyajian, resident, followed up on the status of overgrowth on properties, clearing of sidewalks, and the tree in Silliman Park that is near his property.

Mr. Tomasso said as violations or obstructions are discovered they are dealt with by the highway department.  Also, it is standard operating procedure to maintain the sidewalks and roadways at all times.
Mayor Porcino stated the tree has been looked at by a professional in the field who reported the tree is healthy.  It will not be taken down.
VI.      OLD BUSINESS:
1.  Discussion: Regarding Water Quality Improvement Program (WQIP) Grant for a Sweeper Vac with Lorraine Kuhn (continuation)
Ms. Kuhn discussed the water quality improvement program.  She reported that the life cycle for the sweeper vac is 8 to 12 years.  She followed up with the DPW staff at Hastings, Elmsford and Greenburgh and reported there was no interest in their joining Ardsley in this grant.  She mentioned that Greenburgh has 2 vacs and 3 sweepers.  They all told Ms. Kuhn they have no room to store the sweeper vac.

Judge Ponzini stated the sweeper vac operator would be subject to a civil service exam to be eligible to operate this equipment.  Ms. Kuhn restated the sweeper vac will cost $250,000 and the grant will fund 75 percent.  The Village will owe approximately $63,000. She said a short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) would need to be signed off by the Village Manager and Mayor as part of the grant process.
Mr. Calvi suggested that the Board members be polled to establish if Ms. Kuhn should apply for the grant that must be submitted by December 13, 2013.  
Trustee Nardecchia stated that if the grant is approved, a demonstration should be set up prior to a purchase to see how well the equipment picks up debris and how well it sweeps.  He noted there are different manufacturers and some perform better than others.  

The Board members all agreed that Ms. Kuhn should apply for the grant.

2.   Resolution Granting Permission to convert the vacant space at 646 Saw Mill River Road into the Center for Somatic Psychology & Sensory Motor Therapy
8:15 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING - For the purpose of considering a permit to convert the former In Tune Music Studio at 646 Saw Mill River Road into the Center for Somatic Psychology & Sensory Motor Therapy.

Mayor Porcino read the notice into the record.  

Open Public Hearing
Trustee Minore moved to open the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Nardecchia and passed unanimously.

Ms. Maria Frida Jacobs, owner, Integrative Dance Arts, Inc. stated the objective is to serve adults and children who have autism primarily to gain skills through movement and brain stimulation.  She said autism is a life-long disability.
Mr. Tomasso mentioned that the windows will open up which is the only change to the floor plan.  Previously they were covered over for the last tenant. There are 25 parking spaces on site.  
Ms. Jacobs said the space is soundproof, clean, and flooring will be replaced.  She said she is very satisfied.  Mayor Porcino said that a permit for a sign will be approved by the Board of Architectural Review (BAR).
Ms. Jacobs stated she is receiving a federal grant and the focus is on autism. 

Mayor Porcino inquired if there will be other staff.  Ms. Jacobs responded yes.  She said there will be a receptionist, and various skilled teachers according to the client’s needs. 

Mayor Porcino inquired about the hours of operation.  Ms. Jacobs said their busy times will be on Saturdays, and after 4 p.m. during the week.  They will be available to meet with parents on Sundays if necessary. 

Public Comments

Mayor Porcino asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were no comments. 

Close Public Hearing
Trustee Minore moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Nardecchia and passed unanimously.
RESOLUTION GRANTING PERMISSION TO CONVERT THE VACANT SPACE AT 646 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD INTO THE CENTER FOR SOMATIC PSYCHOLOGY & SENSORY MOTOR THERAPY

Trustee Minore:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby grants permission to convert the vacant retail space at 646 Saw Mill River Road, formerly occupied by In Tune Music Studio, into the Center for Somatic Psychology & Sensory Motor Therapy with the following conditions:  Seconded by Trustee Nardecchia and passed unanimously. 

1.   The applicant must provide plans showing compliance with the NYS Building Code for any proposed interior alterations.

2.   The applicant must obtain a building permit prior to commencement of work.

3.   The applicant must obtain a separate sign permit for all proposed signage.

3.   Resolution amending the Ardsley Village Code Chapter 173 Streets & Sidewalks Section 38 Expiration of Permit
8:30 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING - To consider amending the Ardsley Village Code Chapter 173 Streets & Sidewalks Section 38 Expiration of permit to revise the expiration of street opening permits to 45 days.
Mayor Porcino read the notice into the record.  

Open Public Hearing
Trustee Malone moved to open the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

Mayor Porcino said this public hearing concerns an amendment to the Village Code to limit the duration of time for permits for public utilities.  The Village was not always notified when   work would commence, and it caused confusion at times.  

Public Comments

Mayor Porcino asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Mr. Calvi stated the Village Clerk sent certified, registered letters to the various Utilities on this matter. 

Close Public Hearing
Trustee Malone moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE ARDSLEY VILLAGE CODE CHAPTER 173 STREETS & SIDEWALKS SECTION 38 EXPIRATION OF PERMIT 
            Trustee Malone: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby amends Chapter 173 Streets and Sidewalks Section 38 Expiration of Permit, to revise the expiration of street opening permits to 45 days, this resolution shall be effective immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously. 
4.   Resolution Authorizing Budget Transfer Regarding Sive, Paget & Riesel & Rivertowns Square ($35,000)
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFER REGARDING SIVE, PAGET, & RIESEL & RIVERTOWNS SQUARE ($35,000)

Trustee Kaboolian: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to modify the 2013-2014 Village Budget by transferring the amount of $35,000 from Fund Balance to line item 1420.468 to cover the costs of current and anticipated legal fees for services provided by Sive, Paget, & Riesel during the months of October and November 2013.  Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously. 
5.   Resolution to Schedule Public Hearing Petitioning PSC Regarding Hydrant Fees

RESOLUTION TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING PETITIONING PSC REGARDING HYDRANT FEES 

Trustee Nardecchia: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby schedules a public hearing on hydrant fees at 8:15 p.m., Monday, December 16, 2013 relative to legislation petitioning the State Public Service Commission to distribute costs of public safety infrastructure costs across the water rate base in Ardsley. Seconded by Trustee Minore and passed unanimously. 
VII.    NEW BUSINESS:
1.    Resolution to Modify 2013-2014 Village Budget to Recognize State Award of Child Passenger Safety Program Grant ($4,500.00)
RESOLUTION TO MODIFY 2013-14 VILLAGE BUDGET TO RECOGNIZE STATE AWARD OF CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY PROGRAM GRANT ($4,500.00) 

Trustee Minore: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to modify the 2013-2014 Village Budget by increasing revenue code A-3989 by $4,500.00 and increasing appropriations line item 3120.200 by $4,500.00 to recognize the receipt of a grant from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee to participate in the statewide “Child Passenger Safety” program. Seconded by Trustee Nardecchia and passed unanimously.

VIII.    CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION.   Executive Session to follow the meeting.
IX.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING


Trustee Nardecchia: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby adjourns the regular meeting of Monday, November 18, 2013 at 9:34 p.m. Seconded by Trustee Minore and passed unanimously.
X.  
NEXT VILLAGE BOARD MEETING:  Monday, December 2, 2013 at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,




Anne Hohlweck 
Recording Secretary 
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