                                                 VILLAGE OF ARDSLEY


                                                   BOARD OF TRUSTEES


 REGULAR MEETING

                                            WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2014

[Rescheduled from Tuesday, January 21 owing to Snow Storm]

[Notice of Rescheduling made known to Rivertowns Enterprise, Journal News, and  News12, and directly to residents via Constant Contact and postings at Village Hall.]
Present:
Mayor




Peter Porcino






Trustee




Nancy Kaboolian





Trustee




Andy DiJusto
 



                                    Village Manager


George Calvi

            
Village Clerk



Barbara Berardi



Village Attorney


Robert J. Ponzini



                        Acting Recording Secretary               George Calvi 


Absent:            Deputy Mayor                                     Gary Malone



 Trustee                                                Mollie Monti
Mayor Porcino called to order the Regular Meeting at 8:01 p.m.

I.  
ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXIT SIGNS

II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE – Phil Feiner, late father of Town Supervisor Paul Feiner 

SWEARING IN OF NEW POLICE OFFICER – David Piccolino 
Officer Piccolino was sworn in by Mayor Porcino in the presence of his parents, Police Lt. and Mrs. Anthony Piccolino, his sister Christina Piccolino, and his grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Davide Piccolino of King Street.  

III.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Regular Meeting – January 6, 2014

Trustee DiJusto:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby approves the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, January 6, 2014, as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT:

a) ANNUAL PERMITS:  Residents are reminded to renew their overnight parking permits and their alarm registrations for 2014 with the Police Desk.  For applications and information, kindly telephone the Police Desk at 693-1700.
b) RECORDING SECRETARY WANTED:  A recording secretary is needed to take the official minutes of the Village Board of Trustees, the Planning Board, and the Zoning Board.  Interested parties may submit a letter of interest and/or resume directly to the Office of the Village Clerk at 507 Ashford Avenue, Ardsley, New York 10502.  For information, kindly contact the Village Clerk at 693-1550.    
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Mr. Calvi read the Treasurer’s Report on behalf of Marion DeMaio.  Mr. Calvi stated the bills for the past two weeks totaled as follows:  General Fund: $167,889.06; Trust and Agency Fund: $1,000.00; and from the Capital Fund: $7,718.32.  


Trustee DiJusto:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to make the following payments: From the General Fund: $174,082.16 from the Trust & Agency Fund: $1,000.00; and from the Capital Fund: $7,718.32.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

[The above vote was for tracking purposes.  The actual vote, 5-0, took place by poll on Tuesday, January 21 owing to the snow storm.]

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Mayor announced that he had attended the recent Westchester Municipal Officials Association (WMOA) dinner in Irvington.  The subject of the evening was reval (revaluation of assessment rolls).  That evening’s presentation confirmed for him that reval is not the end of the world, nor was it for the various communities in Westchester that have already undergone the process.  The reval process in Greenburgh should commence sometime after April 1, 2014.  Ardsley does not have a choice to opt in or out of the process because it turned over its assessment function to the Town of Greenburgh several years ago.  
COMMITTEE & BOARD REPORTS:

TRUSTEE DIJUSTO:  Trustee Andrew DiJusto accompanied the Mayor to the recent WMOA meeting, and was impressed with what he learned about the subject of revaluation.  He concurred that the process did not seem it would have a dramatic impact on our community.
TRUSTEE KABOOLIAN:  Trustee Kaboolian had no report to make.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Fire Chief Mark Florkowski reported the following activities for December:
- 28 Calls for the month

- 112.5 Maintenance hours

- 69 Drill training hours

Other activities by Officers -

12/6 – Officers and Firefighters hosted annual Holiday dinner for seniors
12/18 – Chiefs attended Battalion 14 meeting in Irvington
12/24 – Officers and Fire Fighters in quarters for annual Santa run through Village
[Upon hearing about the number of frozen pipe calls the Fire Department had to make this past month owing to the single digit temperature readings, the Village Manager inquired of the Fire Chief what was the proper temperature a homeowner should leave their thermostats on should they be absent for the weekend.  His response was no less than 58 degrees.]  

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Police Chief Emil Califano reported the following activities for December:
- Property lost or stolen - $1,374
- Court fines and fees collected - $19,760
- 106 summonses issued

- 6 Arrests

- 18 Reported auto accidents

Other activities by Officers -

- 40 hours of SWAT training

- Installed 9 child seats
- Assisted with Senior holiday party where gifts and food were distributed

-Participated in Toys for Tots assisted by Veterans who wrapped and bagged all gifts

-Participated in toy drive for Maria Ferrari Children’s Hospital

-Participated in Christmas Tree Ceremony and purchase toys for Santa’s distribution

-Assisted Seniors in the making of wreaths and purchased red bow for wreaths

-Attended Juvenile Officers meeting

-Attended wellness meetings at AMS/AHS

-Ardsley School Safety Meeting

-Attended Ardsley Middle School 5th grade activity night

-Attended Westchester safe kids meeting

-Attended 7th & 8th grade holiday party

-Attended band night at Ardsley Community Center with high school students

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Trustee Kaboolian reported the following activities for December on behalf of Building Inspector, Larry Tomasso:
-   7 Building permits 

-   4 Application fees 

-   7 Certificates of Occupancy

-   8 Plumbing permits

-   6 Electrical permits

-   5 Letters of compliance

Total revenue received - $7,201.25
Other activities -

- 55 Building inspections performed

- 16 Zoning inspections performed

-   5 Fire Inspections performed

-   6 Violation notices issued

V.
VISITORS: - No visitors were present at the meeting, nor were there any call-ins by residents.
VI. OLD BUSINESS:

8:15 P.M.  Public Hearing – To Consider a resolution to override the property tax levy for fiscal year 2014-2015 (Tabled)
Since the public hearing was originally scheduled for Tuesday, January 21, and the Village Board meeting was postponed to Wednesday, January 22 owing to a major snow storm, the Village Attorney advised that tonight’s public hearing not take place and that it be re-noticed for a future date.   
1. Resolution calling for Public Hearing Regarding Override to Property Tax Levy
Trustee Kaboolian:  Resolved, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby calls for a public hearing regarding an override to the property tax levy for Tuesday, February 18, 2014 at 8:15 pm.  Seconded by Trustee DiJusto.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The following resolution will be considered following the close of the February 18th public hearing:
Resolution Regarding Override to Property Tax Levy

Resolved, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby enacts a local law establishing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law section §3-c as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Intent

It is the intent of this local law to allow the Village of Ardsley to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing June 1, 2014 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c.

Section 2.  Authority 

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law §3-c, which expressly authorizes a local government’s governing body to override the property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of said governing body.  

Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override 

The Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Ardsley, County of Westchester, is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing  June 1, 2014 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise prescribed in General Municipal Law §3-c. 

Section 4.  Severability 

If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance is invalid or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered. 

Section 5.  Effective date 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State by the Village Clerk.  
2. Resolution to consider the adoption of state legislation to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax – State Senate Bill No. S5785


Trustee DiJusto:  WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees adopted a resolution on February 1, 2010 supporting the concept of the adoption of state legislation to impose a room “occupancy tax” on persons occupying any hotel or motel for hire in the Village; and


WHEREAS, the February 1, 2010 resolution supported such a room “occupancy tax” in all Villages in the Town of Greenburgh as well as the unincorporated portion of the Town of Greenburgh; and


WHEREAS, Senator Stewart-Cousins sponsored legislation in 2012 to permit, at local option, the imposition of a room “occupancy tax” for hotels and motels in the Town of Greenburgh, the six Villages in the Town and the Village of Sleepy Hollow; and


WHEREAS, in conjunction with the said legislation, the Board of Trustees adopted a Home Rule Request on February 6, 2012 and June 17, 2013; and


WHEREAS, the Village has been made aware that there is new Hotel Occupancy Tax legislation that will be coming to the floor of the State for consideration; and


WHEREAS, the Village of Ardsley is supportive of the adoption of Hotel Occupancy Tax legislation; and


WHEREAS, since the Village does not have the authority to enact such legislation by local law, the Village must request that the State act on the matter through the adoption of a Home Rule Request; and


WHEREAS, the Home Rule Request states in the portion of the document marked “Explanation” the following:


During these difficult economic times, municipalities need additional non-property tax 
sources of revenue to fund basic services to keep their communities safe and properly 
serviced.  This legislation will assist the Town of Greenburgh and its Villages and the Village of Sleepy Hollow in the Town of Mount Pleasant to fund necessary services. After discussions with the hospitality industry, the bill has been revised to require that 
the municipality levying the tax set aside one-sixth of the taxes collected to promote 
economic development and tourism within the respective municipality.  This revenue 
will help promote economic development tourism’


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley does hereby adopt a Home Rule Request asking the state legislature to adopt State Senate Bill No. S5785 entitled “An Act to amend the tax law, in relation to authorizing the Town of Greenburgh to adopt a local law to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax for hotels not located in a Village; authorizing specified Villages in the Town of Greenburgh and Mount Pleasant to adopt local laws to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax in such Villages.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian, and passed unanimously.

3.  Resolution to consider the adoption of state legislation to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax – Assembly Bill No. 1234A

Trustee Kaboolian:  WHEREAS, that Board of Trustees adopted a resolution on February 1, 2010 supporting the concept of the adoption of state legislation to impose a room “occupancy tax” on persons occupying any hotel or motel for hire in the Village; and


WHEREAS, the February 1, 2010 resolution supported such a room “occupancy tax” in all Villages in the Town of Greenburgh as well as the unincorporated portion of the Town of Greenburgh; and


WHEREAS, Assemblyman Abinanti sponsored legislation in 2012 to permit, at local option, the imposition of a room “occupancy tax” for hotels and motels in the Town of Greenburgh, the six Villages in the Town and the Village of Sleepy Hollow; and


WHEREAS, in conjunction with the said legislation, the Board of Trustees adopted a Home Rule Request on February 6, 2012 and June 17, 2013; and


WHEREAS, the Village has been made aware that there is new Hotel Occupancy Tax legislation that will be coming to the floor of the State for consideration; and


WHEREAS, the Village of Ardsley is supportive of the adoption of Hotel Occupancy Tax legislation; and


WHEREAS, since the Village does not have the authority to enact such legislation by local law, the Village must request that the State act on the matter through the adoption of a Home Rule Request; and


WHEREAS, the Home Rule Request states in the portion of the document marked “Explanation” the following:


During these difficult economic times, municipalities need additional non-property tax 
sources of revenue to fund basic services to keep their communities safe and properly 
serviced.  This legislation will assist the Town of Greenburgh and its Villages and the Village of Sleepy Hollow in the Town of Mount Pleasant to fund necessary services. After discussions with the hospitality industry, the bill has been revised to require that 
the municipality levying the tax set aside one-sixth of the taxes collected to promote 
economic development and tourism within the respective municipality.  This revenue will help promote economic development tourism’


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley does hereby adopt a Home Rule Request asking the state legislature to adopt Assembly Bill No. 1234A entitled “An Act to amend the tax law, in relation to authorizing the Town of Greenburgh to adopt a local law to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax for hotels not located in a Village; authorizing specified Villages in the Town of Greenburgh and Mount Pleasant to adopt local laws to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax in such Villages.  Seconded by Trustee DiJusto, and passed unanimously.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:

1. Resolution to Approve Annual Certification of the Volunteer Fire Fighter Service Award List for 2013

Trustee DiJusto:  WHEREAS, in 1991 the Village of Ardsley established a Volunteer Fire Fighters Service Award Program, and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of a participating volunteer fire company to maintain all required records on forms prescribed by the governing board of Ardsley Village, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with General Municipal Law, Article 11-A, Service Award Programs, Section 219-a.2.d, Ardsley Engine Company No.1 has furnished the Village Board of Trustees a list, certified under oath, identifying those volunteer members who have qualified for credit under the award program for calendar year 2013, and

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees has reviewed the list of Ardsley Engine Company No.1,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees hereby approves the annual certification of the service award list for 2013 and that the approved list of certified members be returned to Ardsley Engine Company No.1 and posted for at least 30 days for review by the membership.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the list be forwarded to the firm of Hometown Associates, 5 Orville Drive – Suite 400, Bohemia, New York 11716, c/o Gene Heeter, Sr. Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously
2. Resolution Modifying the 2013-2014 Village Budget – SAYF Coalition

Trustee Kaboolian:  Resolved, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to modify the 2013-2014 Village Budget by establishing new appropriation line item 4210.485 SAYF Coalition by $125,000 and by increasing Federal Aid revenue line item A4989 by $125,000 to recognize monies expended by our SAYF Coalition Coordinator and the revenues to be received from a grant supporting the program.  Seconded by Trustee DiJusto and passed unanimously
VIII.    CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION.   The Mayor announced there would be a very brief Executive Session following the meeting for the purpose of discussing litigation.
IX.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING


Trustee Kaboolian: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby adjourns the regular [rescheduled] meeting of Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at 8:30 p.m. to go into Executive Session and not to return.  Seconded by Trustee DiJusto and passed unanimously.

X.  
NEXT VILLAGE BOARD MEETING:  Monday, February 3, 2014 at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,





George F. Calvi, Village Manager
/ Acting Recording Secretary
