

VILLAGE OF ARDSLEY


                                                   BOARD OF TRUSTEES


 REGULAR MEETING

                                            MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2013
Present:
Mayor




Peter Porcino






Deputy Mayor/Trustee

Gary Malone



Trustee




Nancy Kaboolian

Trustee




Mollie Monti




Trustee




Andy DiJusto




Village Manager


George Calvi



Village Treasurer


Marion DeMaio




Village Attorney


Robert J. Ponzini




Recording Secretary


Anne Hohlweck
Absent:
Village Clerk



Barbara Berardi
Mayor Porcino called to order the Regular Meeting at 8:00 p.m.
I.  
ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXIT SIGNS

II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE – Carmela Capriola, mother of Johanna Scala, Accounting Clerk
Mayor Porcino sent condolences to the family.
FIRE DEPARMTENT REPORT:

Fire Chief Mark Florkowski reported the following activities for November:
- 30 Calls for the month

- 45 Maintenance hours

- 67.5 Drill training hours

Other activities by Officers -

11/1 – Officers attended Tarrytown Fire Department Inspection

11/2 – Annual pump test completed on all apparatus with everything passing
11/19 – Attended Con Ed meeting at Village Hall

11/24 – Chiefs attended ASVAC holiday party

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Police Chief Emil Califano reported the following activities for November:
- Property lost or stolen - $7,552

- Court fines and fees collected - $17,397
- 138 summonses issued

- 10 Arrests

- 10 Reported auto accidents

Other activities by Officers -

- 32 hours of SWAT training

- Went on Prison Trip with Ardsley High School students from Criminal Justice class
- Attended 6th Grade Activity Night

- Drunk driving presentation at Mercy College for college students

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Trustee DiJusto reported the following activities for November on behalf of Building Inspector, Larry Tomasso:
- 12 Building permits 

-   9 Application fees 

-   3 Certificates of Occupancy

-   4 Plumbing permits

-   3 Electrical permits

-   4 Letters of compliance

Total revenue received - $16,535
Other activities -

- 37 Building inspections performed
- 41 Zoning inspections performed
- 19 Warning notices issued

-   2 Violation notices issued
III.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

Reorganization meeting –December 2, 2013 


Trustee Malone:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby      approves the minutes of the Reorganization meeting of Monday, December 2, 2013 as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

Regular Meeting – December 2, 2013


Trustee Malone:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby      approves the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, December 2, 2013 as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
LEGAL REPORT:  
Judge Ponzini had no report.
Mayor Porcino stated there will be an Executive Session.
MANAGER’S REPORT:
VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT
PREPARED BY GEORGE F. CALVI
FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2013
1. STAR RE-REGISTRATION:  Technically, there are 14 days left to renew your Basic STAR exemption with the Department of Taxation and Finance for calendar year 2014, if you go by the State’s original plans.  Seventy-five percent of homeowners in Westchester County, and 80% of Rockland and Putnam homeowners have filed. On Friday, the State announced an extension to March for all those who for some mysterious reason have been unable or too busy to file.  In fact, the State will actually send out yet another mailing in January to remind all those who haven’t filed to date.  If you don’t file by March, your luck will simply run out, your exemption will be removed, there will be no appeal process, and you will be paying comparably higher school tax bills than your neighbors until 2015.  However, if you wish to redeem yourself, you may do so by visiting www.tax.ny.gov or calling 518 457-2036, as soon as possible. 

 

2. TAX BILLS DUE:   Village residents are reminded that the second installment of the Village tax bill is due on Tuesday, December 31.  Though nearly all village offices will be closing that day at noon, the Village Treasurer’s office will remain open until 4:00 p.m. to receive last minute payers.  Bear in mind that on Thursday, January 2 any payments received in person, or bearing a postmark after December 31 will be assessed a fine as demanded by New York State Real Property Law.  

 

3. SANITATION CALENDARS:  In speaking with our printers this afternoon, I learned that the 2014 Sanitation Schedules will be arriving in Village Hall on Wednesday, and hopefully we shall have them labeled and in the mail by Friday.  While we are on the subject of trash collection, please refer to your 2013 Sanitation Schedules to confirm there will no recycling collection on December 25 but there will be collections of both containers and paper the day after the holiday.

4. TRAFFIC ADVISORY - ROUTE 9 (BROADWAY):  For those of you who venture into Dobbs Ferry regularly, particularly commuters to the train station, please bear in mind that the Dobbs Ferry Police Department issued a traffic advisory a week or so ago that a major water main replacement is presently underway and will continue through December 23. 

 

Motorists are cautioned that United Water New Rochelle will be replacing a water main on Broadway (Route 9) in the area of Estherwood Avenue, and the Stop & Shop supermarket. The contractor’s crews will be working in the street between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. daily. Motorists should anticipate heavy volume traffic and delays during these times.  Avoiding the area, use of alternate routes, and carpooling is strongly recommended during these times.

 

Sincerest best wishes to all for a very Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year! 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Ms. DeMaio stated the bills for the past two weeks totaled as follows: $1,497,813.83 from the General Fund; $3,404.32 from the Trust and Agency Fund; and $63,641.80 from the Capital Fund.
Mayor Porcino stated the bulk of the General Fund payment is for contributions to the police retirement system, and employee’s retirement system.


Trustee Kaboolian: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to make the following payments: From the General Fund: $1,497,813.83; from the Trust and Agency Fund: $3,404.32; and from the Capital Fund: $63,641.80.   Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:
- Attended tree lighting ceremony
- Attended St. Barnabas 100th anniversary dinner

- DPW did a great job in cleaning the streets during the recent snow storm
- Mayor Porcino read a letter from a new resident commending the Village office staff on helping them get acclimated and situated in their new home
COMMITTEE & BOARD REPORTS:
TRUSTEE DIJUSTO:

- Attended tree lighting ceremony; attended the Community Center party afterwards
- Wished all a Merry Christmas
TRUSTEE MONTI:
- Attended the tree lighting ceremony with family
TRUSTEE MALONE:
- Wished all a Merry Christmas and happy holidays
TRUSTEE KABOOLIAN:
- Attended tree lighting ceremony

- ASVAC report for November:  74 calls
- Ardsley Garden Club delivered 21 wreaths to local service and government organizations
12/11 - Seniors were given a holiday luncheon at the High School

12/18 - Seniors will have their first seasonal Zumba class
1/14 - Next Garden Club meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
2/23 - St. Patrick’s Day luncheon 
V.
PRESENTATION:  Financial Statement for Fiscal Year Ending 5/31/2013 


by Alan Kassay – O’Connor Davies, LLP

Mr. Kassay gave an opinion of the Village of Ardsley’s financial position that was an unqualified opinion and said the Village received the best opinion that can be received.  He stated the Village fared better in 2013 than in 2012.  Regarding expenditures, the Village has control over this, and managed it well in 2013.  Mr. Kassay stated a larger positive variance was generated on expenditures for 2013.  He said the increase in unassigned Fund Balance from 7.6 in 2012 to 9.3 percent in 2013 is positive; and overall a positive outcome for 2013.  He recognized Ms. DeMaio and Mr. Calvi for their diligent work on the Village budget.
VI.
VISITORS:

No visitors             
Mayor Porcino stated the phone lines are open for residents to call in.
VII.      OLD BUSINESS:
1.       Resolution requesting PSC to transfer cost of hydrant rentals from municipal budget to water bills
8:15 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – To consider legislation petitioning the State Public Service Commission to distribute costs of public safety infrastructure costs across the water rate base in Ardsley. 
Mayor Porcino read the notice into the record.
Ms. Lynda DiMenna, General Manager of United Water New Rochelle stated United Water had no involvement in Bill 4086 A, and noted rate changes are not yet set by the Public Service Commission.  She discussed fire hydrants and said United Water charges a fee for each fire hydrant within the Village.  All water customers will now share in these costs. There will be a rate change that will impact customers and that is currently unknown.  United Water installs hydrants at the request of the Village or Fire Department.  Mains and valves are included in the system that supplies water to the hydrant.   She said United Water services 14 municipalities in Westchester County.  

Mayor Porcino said the purpose of the hearing is to make an application to the PSC to institute this new method of charging for hydrant rental fees that will be shared by all users.   
Ms. DiMenna said the amount of customer base and the amount of hydrants within the served district will be used in calculating the rate. Ms. DiMenna mentioned Westchester Joint Water Works also has hydrant fees.  

Close Public Hearing

On motion of Trustee Monti, seconded by Trustee DiJusto, the public hearing was closed.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESOLUTION REQUESTING PSC TO TRANSFER COST OF HYDRANT RENTALS FROM MUNICIPAL BUDGET TO WATER BILLS


Trustee Monti: WHEREAS, Chapter 443 of the Laws of 2013 provides that a municipality as defined therein may apply to the Public Service Commission to have any infrastructure maintenance charged by a water works corporation to instead be charged to all customers across all customer classes located in the municipality provided the municipality holds a public hearing with notice on the matter and adopted a resolution and determined by a majority vote of the total voting strength of its governing body that it is in the overall public interest to have such costs charged to all customers across all customer classes, and 


WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley duly held a public hearing with notice on the matter, 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley determines it is in the overall public interest to have such costs charged to all customers across all customer classes, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Manager with the assistance of the Village Clerk and the Village Attorney shall make application to the Public Service Commission by transmittal of this resolution and any other necessary papers requesting that the costs for infrastructure maintenance be included in the rate charges to all customer classes and apportioned among all customers located in this municipality. Seconded by Trustee DiJusto and passed unanimously.

VIII.    NEW BUSINESS:
1.      Resolution Establishing Standard Work Day of Village Justice and Village Attorney
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING STANDARD WORK DAY OF VILLAGE JUSTICE AND VILLAGE ATTORNEY


Trustee Malone: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby established the following as standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees Retirement System based on the time keeping record of activities maintained and submitted by the officials to the Village Treasurer;


BE IT RESOLVED, that the standard work day for the Village Justice Walter Schwartz and the Village Attorney Robert Ponzini is six hours; and the days per month, based on the submitted Record of Activities for Village Justice Walter Schwartz is 6.84, and for Village Attorney Robert Ponzini is 7.93;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the expiration of the term of the Village Justice is December 1, 2014, and the expiration of the term of the Village Attorney is December 1, 2014;


BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution will be maintained on the Village website for a minimum of 30 days. Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

2.      Resolution Approving Attendance for SAYF Coalition Coordinator and Community Police Officer to attend CADCA’s Drug Free Communities Leadership Conference in Washington D.C.
RESOLUTION APPROVING ATTENDANCE FOR SAYF COALITION COORDINATOR AND COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER TO ATTEND CADCA’S  DRUG FREE COMMUNITIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON D.C. FROM FEBRUARY 2ND - FEBRUARY 6TH, 2014
 
Trustee Kaboolian: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of  the Village of Ardsley hereby approves of the attendance of SAYF Coalition Coordinator Theresa Del Grosso and Community Policing Officer Anthony Vacca  to attend  the Drug Free Communities–CADCA LEADERSHIP Conference in Washington D.C. from February 2nd through February 6th at a cost not to exceed $4,784.00 for lodging plus miscellaneous expenses.  Such costs to be fully borne by funds from the Coalition’s Drugs Free Communities grant.  Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.

3.      Resolution to include Empire National Bank as an Official Depository to service the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP)
RESOLUTION TO INCLUDE EMPIRE NATIONAL BANK AS AN OFFICIAL DEPOSITORY TO SERVICE THE LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARDS PROGRAM

 


Trustee DiJusto: WHEREAS, Hometown Firefighter Services of Bohemia, New York, our Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) Administrator for our Volunteer Fire Fighters has determined that a bank on Long Island has better rates and services for its clients;


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby deletes New York Commercial Bank from its list of official depositories and substitutes Empire National Bank in Islandia, Long Island, effective immediately.  
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that when the Village Clerk prepares the Reorganization Meeting minutes for December 1, 2014 that the change is noted when the annual official list of depositories is voted on.  Seconded by Trustee Monti and passed unanimously.

4.      Resolution to transfer funds for improvements to electric lines at McCormack Drive (4,222.47) 
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO ELECTRIC LINES AT MCCORMACK DRIVE ($4,222.47)


Trustee Malone: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley modifies the 2013-2014 Village Budget by authorizing the Village Treasurer to transfer $4,222.47 from Fund Balance to Parks appropriations line item 7110.430 to cover the cost of utility pole and electric line improvements on McCormack Drive prior to their takeover and perpetual maintenance by Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc. Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

5.      Resolution Granting Tax Refund ($15,354.17) Re: Certiorari Proceeding for 631 Saw Mill River Road
RESOLUTION GRANTING TAX REFUND ($15,354.17) RE CERTIORARI PROCEEDING FOR 631 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD

Trustee Kaboolian:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to refund a portion of Village tax payments on a commercial property at 631 Saw Mill River Road owned by Anthony Coscia as the result of a certiorari proceeding settlement for fiscal tax years 2012-2013, and 2013-2014 in the aggregate amount of $15,354.17, assuming that taxes based on the over assessment were in fact actually paid.  Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.

6.      Resolution Regarding Fund Balance Transfer – Certiorari for 631 Saw Mill River Road
RESOLUTION REGARDING FUND BALANCE TRANSFER – CERTIORARI FOR 631 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD 

Trustee Kaboolian: BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby modifies the 2013-2014 Village budget by transferring the amount of $15,354.17 from Fund Balance to appropriations line item 1964.462 to cover the full cost of the refund.   Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.
7.      Resolution to Modify 2013-2014 Village Budget for Fund Balance Transfer ($275,641) regarding NYS Retirement System

RESOLUTION TO MODIFY 2013-2014 VILLAGE BUDGET FOR FUND BALANCE TRANSFER ($275,641) REGARDING NYS RETIREMENT SYSTEM


Trustee DiJusto: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to modify the 2013-2014 Village Budget by transferring the amount of $275,641 from Fund Balance to:
-  line item 9010.801 (Employee Retirement System or ERS) in the amount of $56,765, and
-  line item 9015.825 (Police Retirement) in the amount of $218,876. Seconded by Trustee Monti and passed unanimously.

IX.    CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION.   Executive Session to follow the meeting.
X.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING


Trustee Malone: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby adjourns the regular meeting of Monday, December 16, 2013 at 9:05 p.m. going into Executive Session and not to return. Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.
XI.  
NEXT VILLAGE BOARD MEETING:  Monday, January 6, 2014 at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,




Anne Hohlweck 
Recording Secretary
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