

VILLAGE OF ARDSLEY


                                                   BOARD OF TRUSTEES


 REGULAR MEETING

                                            MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013
Present:
Mayor




Peter Porcino






Deputy Mayor/Trustee

Gary Malone



Trustee




Nancy Kaboolian

Trustee




Nicole Minore


Absent:
Trustee




Larry J. Nardecchia




Village Manager


George Calvi



Village Clerk



Barbara Berardi


Village Attorney


Robert J. Ponzini




Recording Secretary


Anne Hohlweck
Mayor Porcino called to order the Regular Meeting at 8:03 p.m.
I.  
ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXIT SIGNS
II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
MOMENTS OF SILENCE FOR RONALD H. PERKINS, SR., FATHER OF POLICE DETECTIVE RON PERKINS, AND FOR BRIAN A. MORGAN, YOUNGER BROTHER OF GREENBURGH TOWN COUNCILMAN KEVIN MORGAN
Mayor Porcino offered condolences to the families.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Fire Chief Mark Florkowski reported the following activities for September:
- 16 Calls for the month
- 12 NYS Training hours

- 28 Maintenance hours

- 129 Drill hours

Other activities:

- 9/7   – Officers and firefighters provided standby coverage for Nyack FD

- 9/11 – Officers and firefighters in quarters for 9/11 ceremony

- 9/22 – Officers and firefighters attended ‘Ardsley Day’ and County parade

- 9/27 – Officers attended Hastings annual inspection

Chief Florkowski said their department was on site at the fire in Elmsford last weekend. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Mayor Porcino read the September Police Department report on behalf of Police Chief Califano:

- Property lost or stolen - $12,000
- Property recovered – 0

- Court fines and fees - $23,748

Other activities:

- 76 UTT summonses issued 

- 153 Parking summonses issued 

- 1 Appearance ticket issued 

- Officers SWAT training – 32 hours

- Participated in ‘Ardsley Day’
- Attended Ardsley High School Senior Barbecue

- Attended 6th Grade activity night

- Installed 10 child seats and issued 1

- Attended Westchester County Youth Officers Association meeting
- Attended Coalition meeting and Youth Council meeting
- Drills performed at schools for fire and lockdown

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Trustee Kaboolian read the September Building Department report on behalf of Building Inspector, Larry Tomasso:

- 11 Building permits

- 14 Application fees

-   4 Certificates of Occupancy

- 10 Plumbing permits

-   6 Electrical permits

-   4 Letters of Compliance

Fees collected $7,930.75

Other activities:

- 51 Building inspections performed

- 23 Zoning inspections performed

-   8 Violation notices issued

- 1 Warning notice issued
- 2 Appearance tickets issued

III.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Regular Meeting – October 7, 2013


Trustee Malone: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby      approves the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, October 7, 2013 as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
LEGAL REPORT:   
Judge Ponzini had no report.
Mayor Porcino said there will be an Executive Session.
MANAGER’S REPORT:
VILLAGE MANAGER REPORT
PREPARED BY GEORGE F. CALVI
FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013 
1. GENERAL ELECTIONS:  Village residents are reminded that the General Elections have been scheduled for Tuesday, November 5, 2013.  The polls will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Ardsley Community Center and St. Barnabas Episcopal Church.  In addition to various judicial, town, and county positions including County Executive and Town Supervisor, appearing on the ballot will be the positions for Mayor and two Village Trustees. 

 

There also will be no less than 6 proposals also known as New York State Constitutional Amendments on the ballot.  Unless you own property way upstate in Hamilton County or Essex County, you may limit your concern to 4 of the 6 proposals.  The other four include: authorization to establish up to seven casinos; entitling veterans who subsequently become disabled to obtain additional civil service credits on appointment or promotion lists; allowing local governments to exclude construction or reconstruction of sanitary sewers from constitutional debt limits; and allowing State Judges to serve until age 80 depending on competency and the needs of the Court system. 

 

Should one need clarification regarding any of these proposals, I direct you to the websites of the County Board of Elections (Tel. 995-5700), or that of the League of Women Voters. Newly elected or re-elected Ardsley officials take office at the December 2, 2013 reorganization meeting.  Should you have any questions about voter registration, absentee ballots, or voting districts, kindly telephone the Greenburgh Town Clerk’s office at 993-1501.
2. STAR RE-REGISTRATION:  If you are currently receiving the Basic STAR exemption, you must re-register with the Department of Taxation and Finance in order to receive the exemption in 2014.  This is part of a new law, passed by the Legislature this past year, to protect taxpayers against fraudulent or inappropriate STAR exemptions, specifically people who have been receiving an exemption for more than one home.  Westchester residents should have received a letter by now from the New York State Tax Department which includes a special STAR code to apply by mail. You also can apply online by visiting their website www.tax.ny.gov, or by calling 518-457-2036. 

 

This new requirement does not apply to those property owners receiving the enhanced STAR exemption whose annual registration has always been required.

 

Please make sure to re-register by the end of December to continue receiving the critical property tax relief that the Basic STAR exemption provides.  In fact, make Thanksgiving your personal deadline to accomplish this task.  Remember, if you miss the December 31 deadline your Mayor, your Assessor, your Village Clerk will be powerless to do anything for you.  We learned last week that New York State may be providing a second chance to late filers in early January.  Don’t risk fate. Fill out your form today. 

 

3. CAPITAL PROJECTS: Work on the reconstruction of the sidewalks on Heatherdell Road between Farm Road and Olympic Lane is underway.  Concrete has been poured in the sidewalk and curb moldings between Windsong Road and Town Park. Work commenced this morning on the westerly portion between Windsong Road and Farm Road, and there is now no pedestrian traffic allowed along that portion of Heatherdell Road.  I have asked Jane Solnick at Con Edison Public Affairs to determine for us where we stand in getting a single utility pole relocated so that portion of the job can be completed.

 

Additionally, preliminary gas line relocation and improvement work has been completed on King Street, and we are awaiting final approval from NYS DEC to allow United Water to commence its portion of the job.  Despite the fact that the relocated water line will not physically touch the nearby stream, and will be relocated beneath the stream bed, the NYS DEC is standing firm on a technicality that the project is within 50 feet of a stream and insisting that United Water obtain its own stream permit in addition to the one the Village of Ardsley has already obtained for the bridge replacement.  United Water officials and our consulting engineer are both lobbying with DEC officials to accelerate the approval process for the second permit while the rest of the project is at a virtual standstill.  Once the permit is approved and I have a timetable, I will notify the affected King Street residents of the re-commencement of work.

 

Both jobs are still anticipated to be completed prior to the setting in of winter.  We ask that you indulge the workers on the respective jobs with your patience.

 

4. CAMPAIGN SIGNS:  If you intend to erect campaign signs for your favorite candidate, please note the Village has had a campaign sign policy in effect since 1983, and it is readily available on our Village’s homepage.

 

If you erect a sign on the village right-of-way without authorization, and not at the designated locations, DPW staff will remove them, and store them until you retrieve them at the Highway garage.  Signs will be disposed of if not retrieved by Election Day. 

 

On the other hand, if political signs are erected on private property, no matter how many, how large, and how garish, we have no jurisdiction over them whatsoever.  They fall under our Freedom of Speech. The same applies to legally parked motor vehicles with signs attached on the sides or on the roof.    

 

5.  HALLOWE’EN:  If the weather holds out, for the first time in two years we may actually have a normal evening of trick o’ treating in the Village on Thursday, October 31.  As you may recall, the last two years of door to door costumed visits were hampered by first an early snowstorm, and then by Superstorm Sandy.  The annual Ragamuffin parade will take place on Saturday, October 26.  At 1:00 p.m, parents and children will organize at the Ardsley Public Library parking lot and then proceed down American Legion Drive, make a right on to Center Street and end up at the Ardsley Community Center where the High School Key Club is setting up various Halloween themed stations, and has arranged for the appearance of a balloon lady and a disk jockey.  Center Street will be closed to traffic between 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. Prior to the parade, and starting at 11:30 a.m., children may gather at the Ardsley Library to decorate their trick o’ treat bags.  For more information, please call the Parks & Recreation Supervisor Trish Lacy at 693-8012. 

 

6. SMOKE TEST:  On Thursday, October 24, between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., residents may see some unusual activity at 50 Heatherdell Road.  That evening the volunteer members of the Ardsley Fire Department will be holding a “smoke drill.” This is a training opportunity for our first responders made possible by the owner of the home who is planning to have the building demolished in the next few weeks.  Our Fire Chief, Mark Florkowski, has assured me that he will have notices of this training event hand-delivered to all the adjacent and nearby property owners so that no one gets too excited by all the activity.  Again, the “smoke drill” is taking place Thursday between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

 

7.  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:  On behalf of the staff, I wish to extend our sincerest best wishes to Ardsley volunteer fire fighter and retired senior bus driver Vinnie Piscitelli and his wife Madeline who will be celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary!  Also, happy 83rd birthday wishes to Vinnie!

TREASURER’S REPORT: Mr. Calvi read the Treasurer’s Report on behalf of Marion DeMaio.

Mr. Calvi stated the bills for the past two weeks totaled as follows:  General Fund: $134,950.41; Trust & Agency Fund: $72.95; and from the Capital Fund: $12,191.98.  


Trustee Minore:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to make the following payments: from the General Fund: $134,950.41; from the Trust & Agency Fund: $72.95; and from the Capital Fund: $12,191.98.  Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:
- 11/5 – Election Day  

- Reminder to residents to sign up for the STAR exemption
- Attended the Village Officials Committee meeting.  Con Edison was discussed
- Received an update from Con Edison regarding their fortification of various transmission lines 

- Followed up on not receiving documents and correspondence from the State DOT that was brought to the Village’s attention relating to the 9A project. The Regional Supervisor assured that the Village will receive future correspondence and he will investigate what occurred
COMMITTEE & BOARD REPORTS:

TRUSTEE MINORE:
- Village Clerk was sent website feedback.  Design, navigation and color tweaking will be underway for the next couple of months
- 10/23 - Youth Council meeting at 6:45 p.m.; SAYF Coalition meeting at 7:30 p.m. at Ardsley Community Center
 - 10/24 - Motivational speaker to talk to the 7th and 12th graders on the perils of drug use. He also will speak to parents at the High School Library at 7:30 p.m. 
- Red Ribbon Week and wearing of red satin badges – the campaign originated in 1985 and is committed to raising awareness on the destruction caused by the use of illegal drugs.  The organization’s goal is to educate children and their families on the ramifications of drug use 
- ‘Ardsley Day’ follow-up meeting will be scheduled in late November 
TRUSTEE MALONE:
No report

TRUSTEE KABOOLIAN:
- 10/27 - Garden Club.  Tickets are still available for the Oktoberfest fundraiser at the Dobbs Ferry Women’s Club from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Ticket price is $35.
- Reported that re-registering for Basic STAR is running smoothly 
V.
VISITORS:

Armen Boyajian, resident, stated the building inspector went to the property behind Chase Bank where there is much overgrowth.
Mr. Boyajian mentioned at Abington and Ashford Avenues, the hedges have been cut back and it looks much better.  He noted that along Ashford Avenue east of 507 Ashford Avenue there are bushes that extend well into the sidewalk, and it needs to be addressed. 

Mr. Boyajian inquired about the tree in Silliman Park that is near his property.  Mayor Porcino said the tree has been evaluated and was found to be in good condition.  He said the Village does not cut down healthy trees.  

Mayor Porcino said the phone lines are open for residents to call in.
VI.      OLD BUSINESS:
1.        Resolution Re-scheduling Work Session for Accessory Housing Discussion
Mayor Porcino suggested dates for the rescheduled meeting. 
RESOLUTION RE-SCHEDULING WORK SESSION FOR ACCESSORY HOUSING DISCUSSION 

Trustee Minore:  RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby re-schedules a work session for 8 p.m., Wednesday, October 30, 2013 to discuss whether or not to incorporate accessory apartment legislation into the Ardsley Village Code.  Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.

VII.    NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Resolution for Authority to Sign Documents (TM06T068)
Resolution for Authority to Sign Legal Documents

Trustee Malone:

I, Barbara A. Berardi_____, the duly [elected and qualified secretary] OR [qualified and acting Clerk]

of the [_____Village ________________  of ______Ardsley___________, New York, a corporation

                       (Organization Name)                                 (place)

subject to the No-for-Profit Corporation Law of New York State and qualified for tax exempt status

under the federal internal revenue code] or [_____Village of Ardsley___________, New York], do

                                                                                        (Municipality)

hereby certify that the following resolution was adopted at a ______regular_______ meeting of the 

                                                                                                    (regular) (special)

___Village Board of Trustees__  held on ____10/21/2013, and is [incorporated in the original minutes of      (governing body)                                         (date)

said meeting] OR [on file and of record], and that said resolution has not been altered, amended or

revoked and is in full force and affect.

Signed:__________________________________________________

WHEREAS, this organization has received a Legislative Initiative grant in the New York State Budget;

AND WHEREAS, there are specific requirements and regulations governing the expenditure of these

funds:

NOW, THEREFORE, this body resolves the following:

1.  Administration of all funds under this grant will be in accordance with all terms and conditions

contained in the GUIDELINES for Non-Construction Projects $50,000 and under ___9/3/2013___











    (publication date)

provided by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation’

2.  That ___George F. Calvi_____, as ____Village Manager_________ of our organization,
                              (name)                                            (title)

is hereby authorized to sign legal documents on behalf of our organization and that such signature is

acknowledgement of the acceptance by this body of compliance with all terms and conditions of the

Master Contract for Grants Contract Number  ____TM06T068_____, to be executed for the grant.

Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian was declared duly adopted. Upon a roll call vote 4-0 as follows:



TRUSTEE MINORE

VOTING

AYE



TRUSTEE MALONE

VOTING

AYE



TRUSTEE KABOOLIAN
VOTING

AYE



MAYOR PORCINO

VOTING

AYE

2.  Resolution to accept member item ($4,000) for Parks Equipment under Contract (TM06T068)

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT MEMBER ITEM ($4,000) FOR PARKS EQUIPMENT UNDER CONTRACT (TM06T068) 

Trustee Kaboolian: WHEREAS, in 2006 the Village of Ardsley sought a member item for $4,000 for playground improvements in the former Ashford Park, and 

WHEREAS, the New York Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation did not receive details from the State Legislature until February 12, 2013, and 

WHEREAS, the project for the original request had long since completed by the Village of Ardsley, and 

WHEREAS, earlier this year Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti seeking to keep this grant request alive requested that the Ardsley Parks & Recreation Commission select another worthy project; and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission chose to utilize the money toward the purchase of plastic railroad ties and wood chips for the swing set area in Pascone Park back in the Spring of 2013, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby accepts a $4,000 grant, sponsored by the Hon. Thomas Abinanti, Assemblyman, for recreational purposes in Pascone Park. Seconded by Trustee Malone and passed unanimously.

VIII.    CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION.   Executive Session to follow the meeting.
IX.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING


Trustee Malone: RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Ardsley hereby adjourns the regular meeting of Monday, October 21, 2013 at 8:50 p.m. into Executive Session and not to return.  Seconded by Trustee Kaboolian and passed unanimously.
X.  
NEXT VILLAGE BOARD MEETING:  Monday, November 4, 2013 at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,




Anne Hohlweck 
Recording Secretary 
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