
 
June 1, 2020 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,  

Our nation is hurting. We are all suffering from the Covid-19 crisis. Our nation is 
suffering from racism and discrimination.  Racism must be acknowledged to be 
combated. It should no longer be possible to deny racism in a society characterized by 
racist murders and escalating hate crimes.  We should all be horrified by the video of 
George Floyd losing his life at the hands of law enforcement.  We should all be 
horrified by attacks on people of Asian descent.  These acts have been fueled by an 
atmosphere of ignorance and exacerbated by many of those in so-called “leadership” 
positions.  Powerful people who elevate an agenda of supremacy and hate, while 
maligning those who fight for justice and equality.  Officials who use terms like 
“China Virus” to divide us rather than uniting us around a sense of common purpose. 

 As a community, we must denounce these acts of racism and hate and stand up 
against them.  Silence is deadly.  Silence is acceptance.  If left unchallenged hate 
persists and grows.   We cannot be silent.  President Obama in his 2020 graduation 
speech said: “.... if we’re going to create a world where everybody has the opportunity 
to find a job, and afford college; if we’re going to save the environment and defeat 
future pandemics, then we’re going to have to do it together. So be alive to one 
another’s struggles. Stand up for one another’s rights. Leave behind all the old ways 
of thinking that divide us — sexism, racial prejudice, status, greed — and set the 
world on a different path.” 

 The Ardsley community is a place where diversity and acceptance are 
cherished.  Our Multicultural, Diversity and Inclusion Committee’s mission is to 
promote understanding, acceptance and respect of all residents regardless of race, 
religion, ethnic background, gender or sexual orientation.  We must take action to 
address racism and hate in our own backyard and everywhere.  Ardsley, let’s set the 
example and take that step to “set the world on a different path.” 

 Nancy Kaboolian 

  

 



 
 
 


