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Revitalization plan re-imagines downtown

By Krig Dil oronzo

- Tiffiny Zerula, deputy direclor of
the Pace University Land Use law Cen-
rer, and Manhattan-based land use and
econgnie consullant Kevin Dwarka
spoke via Zoom to the Ardsley Village
Enard on March 7 about the consul-

4 new zoming code fur (he Villags Cen-
ter, and conducting a feasibility study for
cotyering the communily CENET H1to u
nesy Civic Center Building, They belleve
Cenler Street shuuld be the facal point
of the downtown district, “anchored” by
the new eivic center, & nmulti-us bullding
with groundflor retail spase.

"Ihe d hiring

tants’ Downtown Ardsley 7
Timplementalion Stratey (IPARIS]
DARIS Is an action plan for creat-

a land use comsuliant to help draft the
new zoning nde, prescribing mixed
uses for it family hous-

ing 8 village cenler as in the
Vb, 1 working document the consul-
tants submitted to (he board, The plan
carries out the implementation phase
of the Village's Comprehensive Plan
approved in January 2021 Zezuka and
Twarka were on the team, with Skeo
Selutions and Cleary Consulting, who
in 2020 develuped that plan,

DARTS {ncludes an assessment of
the Juwntewn area, existng condi-
tigns, a list of property owners and
vacant buildings and sires, render-
ings, und descriptions of the prajected
downtown wenler

ing und retail, commercial office, <ivic,
anid green space, with Industrial uses
south af Ashiord frenue.

DARIS wants the code to allow
four story buildings with ground-fleor
rotail raquiced for all mutt-fmily bk
ings; remone sequirements for minimu
Tot azca, yard, and side setbacks; and
‘permit fve stories IF o building providss
Tare afforduble housing, green build-
ing elcents, public space amenitles, ar
ercen infrastruelure slemonls. |

The Village 1s encouraged to hirc a
marketing and design consultant for help
ywilh hranding, sell Village-owned proper-

+ Zezuly srarad that ““The cnrront infra-
s e

. ment; thiere is o Tack of housing, sidewalks,
landscaping, parking, and uchan design
standands,” ancl that DARTS provides “stal-
egies for niew urban dovedoprrent”

s part of an economic develop-
ment serategy Fov the central business
district, DARIS includes creating a Vil
Luge Center Business Association and o
Village Center Business Improyement
District “to activate underutilized prop-
cities and pravide the commuhity with
enhanced access tu Jesiced goods, ser-
vices, and cultural activitics™

. lhe censultants the Village to
take specific steps, first hiring o full- or
part-time juniof uthan planner, creating

ties iited to the sbjec
tives ol the new zoning code, witd use sal
o lease proceeds to fund constructiun
the civie center, The prapertics include
the village hall sile, Bridge Strcet parking
Tat, and the S Mill Boad/Ashtord Ave-
e northeast and southeast corners {the
Locations of, respectively, # parking lol
nd Sillimao Park,

Kaboolian sffirmed thet the Vil
lage is secking a branding strategy. On
March 16 she told the Enterprise, “We
ar agtively looking to put our RFEs
|vequests for praposis} for a marketing
or branding person to start creating the
wvision we want for the village; how we
want the village to be portrayed?

DARIS alsu provides ideas for

inereasing wallability, installing more |

sidewnlks, creating better acgess o
the Saw Mill Parkway, and building
u parldng garage into a multi-fomily
housing development, possibly on the
willage hatl site.

Zezuly explained thar ARTS “gives
actions and guidance for the Village
staff to moye The next siep forwsazd, but
also nated that it’s a working document
subject to change, accarding to the
economy #1d market conditions.

Towerer, she added, “We don't want
this document to sit on o shelf, It’s ¢
auide, il has goals, und as you mave
forward in it and conditions change,
yau continue (o look at il, refine it, and
wwork with your stall on it”

Kaboolian assured Zezula and
Iywarka that the Village governmenl
was “Imeediatcly working on zoning
changes and will be addressing it in a
imonth ar o going forward”

Thwarka and Kaboollan had another
echange, about the Lntersestion of Ash-
ford Avenue and Saw Mill River Road
Thanrka saic that since the Villge-guned
properties al the comgrs (§0liman Park
and the parking lot} were “in play”
mired-use devclapient might be 2 bet
ter nse of (hase locations, He iwged the
Willige tor send oyl an REP “and invite
developers to take advantage of different
land use regulations s soning changes™
w create “a welooting, mixed-use devel-
apment fanking both sides of Ashford
Avenue and inviting people to contious
onvard into the village...”

Regatding propesed chonges in
building heights and setbacks, Dywarka
explaingd they'd increase the housing
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suucks, moe Linired mosly to singlo-fan-
il hiomies, by ereating other housing for
a diverse pepulation, including people
without families, recent graduates, and
ider people wha swnnt to age in place
ut can't afford homeewnership ar
PTOpELTY TS,

The junior urban plmner who
swould be in <harge of DSRIS should
have expertise in zoning, land use,
Lranding, and implementation, would
Taise with merchants and the business
comninity; und cultivate celationships
with developers, amang othee fanc-
tous. “1t Is not the stuff for a board of
fruslees to zet bogged down in” Dyvar
Ja opined. Kabooliun said she 1leed the
iden of an mban planner,

The “urban” vision for downlewn
is & picture of increased “streel Tife” —
imare walking, less driviny, and more
parking for thase wha do dvive: pecple
dining out or taking workday lunch at
Iocal estahlishments; strelling along
sidewalles that lead to new shaps, ofh-
e businesses, recreational, or gultural
sotivities; and enjoying new spaces (o
gather with friends - - amenities men-
Homed in surveys of gesidents during
the Compreliensive Plin procoss.

aboolian exprossed her pwn thoughts
about the dizections Ardsley may fake.
“Drepelopers will come to the villige and

Ko what our vision is for this village)”

she said. “For these dacisions, what we do
tmclny, hon s il going (6 mpact yehat hap-
pens years [roim now? What is this going
Forlack like in 10 oF 15 yoarst”

Tn any case, she conehuded, e work
would take 19 to 20 years. “T'm exciled
ahout it, Its not going to happen while
I’m mayor, but at least FLU fee] L hadl
some part in getting the ball ralling.”
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Happenings

Volunteer for Westchester Parks Foundation's
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door events, including two annusl dleanups scheduled for the
Two Tivers that define the Rivertowuns.

3 Satmrday, April 23, will be the Great Saw ibill River Clean-
up-organized by Gronndwork Hudson Valley, a nonprofic based
in Yenkers that has spent decades leading etforts to remove teash
alang the Saw Mill River, and to roplace Lvasive vegsfation with
Tmative species. 3 < B

Of the sic cleanup locations, four will be in the Rivertowns
Farragul Avenue in Hastings, Lawrencs Street at the border *
of Ardsley and Dobbs Ferry, Bridge Street Plaza in Ardsley; and
the Great Hunger Memorial/Woodlands Luke in Irvinglon. Ihe
remaining two will be in southwest Yonkers.

The ceiling fan (pictured above) and assorted construction
debris were phetogeaphed on Heb, 19 on the dead end road ofl
Lawrence Street, between the Saw Mill River Pasloway and the
South Connty Trailway. That dead end is a magnet for illegal
dumping. In addition, users of the trail park there.

On Feb. 19, volunteers from Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, and Hast-
ings, as well as two residents of New York City, spent two hours
lopping Invasive vegetation south of Lawrence Street. They alse
pleked up Lrash.

Groundwork Hndson Valley has posted information about
the Great Saw Mill River Cleanup on ifs website {groundworkhv.
orgh, induding links o register for cach sife. The deanup wall
start at 10 a.m, andend at 1 p.o.

Nest will be the Riverkeeper Sweep on Saturday, May 7. The
deadline ta organize u site is Manday, March 21 Registration fur
all of the sites will begln Friday, April 1. For more information,
visit riverkeeper.org, click news and events, and then dlick events.

‘I'he sitevsnally include River Glen Cove in Hastings, Warter-
Front Pask i Dobbs Ferry, and Scenic Hudson Park in Trvinggon.

Iin 2021, there were 146 sites between New York City and upstate
New York.

Happenings

Volunteer for Westchester Parks Foun-
dation’s invasive plant cleanup at V.F.
Macy Park on Saw Mill River Road (Route
9A) next Saturday, April 9, 10 am.-1 p.m.
Register by finding the event al ardsleyvil-
lage. com/ealendar. TFor questions, email
voluntecr@thewpf.org. ;

invasive plaat deamup at VE Macy Park on
Saw Mill River Road (Route 94) this Satur-
day, April 9, 10 acn.-1 pum. Visit ardsleycan.
orgfearth-day-2022 (o register. For questions,
email volunteer@thewpforg.

Sereening on Thursday, April 21, 6:30 p.m.
via Zoom, of the short film “The Sacrifice
Zone” followed by a countywide discussion
about transitioning from trash incineration
to sustainable, zeto-waste alternatives. Visit
ardsleyean.org/earth-day-2022 for the link.

Celebrate Earth Day by installing the new
pollinator gardens at the Ardsley Public
Library and preparing Silliman Park on Sat-
mdayliigr‘ljlzﬂ, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. or 1-3:30
p-m. Rain date April 24. Visit ar X

arth-day-2022 to register S

Ardsley Cares celebrates Farth Day with
voluntesr opportunities on Saturday, April
23, including gardening throughout the vil-
lage from 10 a.m-3:30 p.m.; trash clean-up
throughout the village from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.;
and Tock painting at the high school from 11
am.-2 pm. Rain date April 24. To sign up,

L AUORTERVERTGINS CHTERFTER -

Ve

on Satuniay, dpill 3.

visit hitpse//bit ly/3LwVngo.
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Revisions to zoning code
seek to spur revitalization

By Kris Dilnrenze

Ardsley residents will have a chance
to weigh in on proposed amendments to
{he village code — specifically, chariges to
the General Business {B1) and Residence
Office (RO) zuning disteicis — at a public
hearlng this Monday, April L8,

The amendments will address per-
mitted residential and eommercial nses,
building g:xghts, and 'pal‘].dng requive-

tial character of the area™

Currently, in the B1 diswrict, which
includes Center Street and the municipal
Dbuilding, and has borders at American
Legion Drive and the Saw Mill River, the
<od petmlls the operation of any iype of
retail store and shop in the general busi-
mess district. The draft rosolution w be
discussed at the bouard meeting, (i
swould add the following permitted uses
inthe geneml busincss district; training or
skill d not in a school or aca-

iments in
downtown/residential N‘H covered by
thase zones,

I a March 16 meme to Mayor Naney
Kaboolian and the yillage trustees, Build-
ity Inspector Larry Tomasso wrate, ...
these are relatively minor amen 15
that T belicve will help spark decelopnient
in these districrs by eliminating some
developiment hurdles swhil bringing the

| cads a step closer in Line with the recent
Ly adopted comprehensive plan and the
Dawntown Ardsley Revitalization Imple-
mentation Strategy!”

He also noted, “However, they are
ngr meant ta be exhanstive and are not
asubstitute for the major revisions to the
code that will be necessury o move these
plans forward™

According o the villzge code, “because
cxisling single-family residential areas with
{ronlage on arterial streets may be simated.
ina transitional location near commercial-
Iy developed properties,” the RO district
was created “to bath protect those existing
residences from potentially objoctionable:
ommercial development while allowing
limiled types of compatible transitional

| business uses consistent with the residen-
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Happgpings

The Srdsley BAVF Coalition and police

depariment sponsor Prug Take-Back
Day this Saturday, April 30, 16 a.m -
2 p.m. al village hall. Bring umwanited,
unused, and expired prescriplion ar ovar-
the-oounter medication fur disposal.

The garden club hosts a plant sale fea-
turing annuals, heibs, and vegetable
plants next Sarurday, May 7, 9:30 am.-1
.. at the community center.

Join the Ardsley Pollinator Pathway
program to install a pollinator demon-
stration garden at Antheny B Veteran
Parlc on gﬂm]day. May 14. Register for
a time slot, 10 4m.-12:30 pom, or 1-3:30
P, at ardsleypollinatorpathway.org.
Rain date May 15

The nest Veggie Manin Free Seeiling
Exchange hosted by the Ardsey Polli-
nator Pathway program is Sonday, May
15, 1:30-3 pm. at the conmmnity center.
Get free seeds and one-on-one vegelable

wening advice, Visit ardsleypallina-
Torpathway.org.

demic pmgrﬂm mdud.mg bux notlimited
‘o martal

| [x]x[z[2[o]a]a]x]e]

uscs would be permatted on the ground
flaor, Kaboolian explained to the Enter-
prisc, “For the RO disricr.._this rdes the
buildings economically feasible as well. If
you can't get retail business in, the owhers
shllwﬂnt o renrthe properry”

Kaboolian offercd another riew-
point on any changesin the traffic si
uation as the downtown wxca devclops.
“If you'te going o create development
that's gaing to potentlally ceeate hous-
ing, unless we have a much more robust

not pres-
em}y spexified in the code would be stated:
makimum building height would be 40
feet, or four stories above the grade vlsne,
and maximum building coverage can’t
exceed 40 percent of the lot area.

Other adjustnients state that in the RO
district, all standards and requirements
regarding permitted uses will be the same
as those for the B1 and K3 (a large resi-
dential district strerching between unin-

Greenburph to the juncrure of
Healherdell Road and American Legion
Dive), except that nomesidential off-street

tigs and ezo:mse facilities; muoring cenrers;
and si

hﬂghlhrnusmth/:lil chistrict

Building
would be u:creased from g maximum of -

30 feet o @ maxinum of 40, and from a
maximum of two storics abave the grade
planc to four. The maximum height of
an accessory building would be increased
from 150 20 feet.

Currently, when two or more different
“uses” share the same parking facilicy or
Jot(s), if one or more of those establish-
ments stops uperating, (he joint wse of
parking spaces automatically ends. The
proposed zoning change would have the
joint use of parking spaces automatically
end when a dl.\nge Ay byam or more
of the

Inmcmdmmmmhmwmaw
Saw Mill River Road (Rout=94), ¥ Macy
Fark, and the New Croton Aqueduct, the

proposed zoning changes would affect
e e change
Teing that in all such buildings, resident]

hiu of parkan,

These proposed amendments to the
code evobved from the fecommendations
in the Downtown Ardsley Revitalization
Inplementation Strategy {DARIS) *work-
ing document” presented to the board on
March 7 by consullants Kevin Dwarka and
the Pace University Land Use Law Center.
DARIS was developed in alignment with
the comprehensive phan’s goals and objec-
tives of revimlizing Ardsley's underurilized

and vacant properties, diversifying housing.
Oppm'l\m.lucs -.md ad.upung muore flexible
Zoning ende

stanclards,

TRegarding DARIS, Village Manager Joe
‘Cerretani said, “Tt doesn't affect any exist.
ing uses, Tt does provide motf fexcibilivy

and gregter potential for lop-
ment of [landlords] pmperueﬂ ” Asked

er the zoning changes would affect
traffic at the Ashford Avenue/94 mtersec-
tiun, he stated, “The Village does not anfic-
Ipate, af. this point, any adverse impacts Lo
waffic at that intersecrion”

systeny, people are going
0 have cars. You have to think abon this
all the time. .. ¥e are [orlunale because
sve have two bus lines that go through
the village... the #66. you caich right
on Ashford Avenue; it takes you ta the
Daobbs Ferry trai station. The #39 takes
you te the Hartsdale station, I used to
parkat the MeDowell Park parking lot to
Take that train, ['s very doable, particu-
laxly if you work it New York City and
have a regular work schedule.”

The mayar is saugume about whar the
zoning <hanges, if approved, can mean
for the village “We're excited 1o start the
implementation of our comp plan by

some «<hanges 1o our zon-
ing code to make our development more
cobust and sasice 1o out downlowh afea?

To view the comprehensive plan
and DARIS, go to the now website:
Iy/37GHES0
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”Happenings

Sereening on Thursday, April 21, 6:30 pam.
Sarific:

via Zoom, of the short film “The

Zone follmsed by a countywide discussion
aboul tansilioning from trash mcmeration
16 sustainable, zero-wasic alternatives. \isit

mgsear h-dlay-2122 for the link,
Celcbralc Farth Day by installing the new
pollingtor gardens at the Ardsley Public
T.yrary and pregaring Silliman Park on Sar-
unday, april 23, 10 am.-12:30 p.n.or 1-350
pam, Rain dale A{pell 24. Visit ardsleyean org
<arth-iy-2022 to register.
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Happenings :

Celebrate Earth Day by installing the new
pllinator gardens at the publi library and
‘preparing Silliman Park this Sarrday, April
23,10 .m,-12:30 pm. or 1-3:30 pm, Rain
_ date April 24, Visit ardsleyean.orgieacthe |
day- 2122t veglster

Ardsley Cares celdrtes Barth ) ey it vl
unteer opportunities this Saturday, April 23,
Including trash dlean-up throughout the vl
lage fiom 11 2. -2 pm.j and rack painting
at the high school from 11 a.m.2 pm. Rein
date April 24. To sign up, visit hlips:fibit.
Ly,

Groundwark Hucson Valley hosts the Great
Suw Mill River Cleannp this Saturday April
23, 10 am.-] pam. Visi grovnchworkhw.org to
signup to volunteer at a location in Ardsley,
120bbs Fierry, Hastings, or, Irvington. Rain
chate April 30

The Ardsley SAVE Coalition and police
degarment sponsor Brug

next Sararday, April 30, 10 a.m.-2-pan. at
willage hall. Bring unwanted, unused, and
expired prescription or over-the-counter
medication for dispasal.

1
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Carol Summemeld Linda A:.If P\elm Dillon, Hioah Segal, and Milena Chanworkatthe Ilhralv

Natlve plants take root at library and park

By Kris Dil orenzn

Volunteers descended upon the Ard-
sley Public Library and Silliman Park, at
the southeast comer of Ashlord Avenue
and Saw Mill River Road {Route 94),
1o plant native vegetation on Saturday,
April 23, in honor of Farth Day

‘I'e effort was spearheaded by the
Ardsley Pollimator Pathway Projecl

(PP, sehich [s part of Ardsley CANI by .

2030, an initiative to reduce the village's
carbon Belprin.

| ‘Ie library project drew volunteers
wha ranged from age 6 into their 705,
1t was led by Pollinator Pathway Com-
mittee chair Carel Semmer[icld, gur-

den chub president Linda Kail, and Girl
Scout troop leader Miriam Sassalos,
whose daughter Calista (Ardsley High
Schonl Class of 2020) started the gar-
den in 2019, and younger davghter, sev-
enth grader Calista, continued with het
Seout troop.

Thml]gh rhe garden club, the Broax
River-Sound Shore Audubon Society
chapter awarded 2 $3,300 grant to the
PPT [0 crealc pative gznims thal sup-
port pollinators and birds.

Village 'T'rustce Sreve Kdelsicln led
(he Silliman Park clfort, where Boy
Scouts and their psrenh warked wnh

| other

Chub and the PPE. The Village fundcd
the silliinan Park work.

Ardsley’s Department of Tublic
Works suppled the mulch, compest,
wheelbarrosws, showels, water truck, and
other necessities for buth projects “..
and did mugh of rhe heawy Vifring for
us,” Sommertfield neted on April 25,

“The goal is 10 supply blosms, which
means nectar and pollon. from April
through late Cetoben Lo support our

ollinators thronghont the season,”
Sommerficld explained. “Seme of our
st butterfly plants are pussytess,
asters, golden Alamndm. beardtongue,
sedges, mill d, black-cyed Susans,

i)
| the village boasd e e

and mueﬂmﬁrs e also planted some
of the 10 best puumalur plams for bees.

* muleh on the pliniing area and srater il,

Gardens

and buttertlies, such as mountain mint.
and anlse hyssop, The diversity of the
gardens sl <nsure our thisatened spe-
clalized native hecs se also supported.”

“Vhe gavdens will Wisnatcly be Fall of
perenntals, though for the first few poars
they will incorparate pollinator-friend-
Iy yer deer-risistant annuals such ns
7innias, cosmos, and salvis while the
pezennials become astablished,

Volunteers prepared garden beds
at the library ysing what Semmeefidd
calls the “lasagna” metliod.

“¥iu place an inch of <o post o eaf

then place a thick layer of nowspaper,
10 to 12 sheets, on the garden around
the planls and water it foroughly” she
elaborated. “Place 3 inches of compost
on top of the and waler it

again. Dhg in the plants, place 3 inch-
&5 of mulch on tap of he garden and
weater if all again.”

The upper garden to the left of the
library entrance was a test of commu-
nity mettle.

“One of my favorite memories
was af Uhe end of the day when we
had to milch the large garden,” Som-
merfield recalled. “We were all very.
tired, und spontaneously we formed
three groups lo create a muleh lri-
gade, One gronp of (irl Scouts filled
pots with faulch, a group of adults
took (he pots and brought them over
to another Girl Scout group in the
garden, wha then spread the mulch
through the garden. It was fast and
such a greal example of taanwork, We
got the mulching dune in no time and
enjoyed teammvork at its besl.”

The volunteers at Silliman Park

Appendix — page 32

works at Silliman Park

sapundod an effort thai began in 2017,
resurrecling the overgrown area namus]
for Arthur Silliman, head of Ardsley’s
public schools from 1922-1958. The
pack comprises 2 woodland garden, 2
meadow, and Bramble Brook, where
native trees aid shrubs supplied by the
New ¥ork State Department of Envi-
tosmental Conservation’s Trecs for
Inbs program were planted.

“On Saturday we planted 144
perennfals.” Edelstein stated, lsting
black-eyed Susans, purple concllowers,
e and purple and yellow coteop-

sis.“We estimated that we dug over 200
bales i Plasited some grasses,
ground cover, and sedges. The major
wwork was planting perennials right at
the corner, near the Ashford Avenue
bus stop, so people can see it ‘then
we filled in plantings st olher spots.

We also planted add{(ional shrubs —
arrawsaod viburaum, Mkherry, oak-
Icat hydrangeas — and moved some
red tiwig dogivouds.”

Before they could plant, the volun-
teers had to evict nnwanted (enants.
“We did take out thousands of dande-
lions  the inwasion uf the dandell-
ens. Wo dug those oui by hand to get
down under them to trv to get out the:
whuls root” z

“The ullimate goal,” he said, “is 1o
have something there thal’s seli-main-
naining.., VisiblG, attzactive, colorful... in
places that paople puss by cvery day s
they can have examples ta look at and
tlunk about planting their own gar-
dens. That's really what the Pallinator
Pathyay is all about — to creals patch-
<5 of pollinator-fricndly plannngs all
throughout the communing”
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Happenlngs

The gardsn chib hosts 2 plat sale fea
turing native and non-native anmuals
and percumias this Saturdy, May 7, 9:30
a.m.- pam. at the commumty cmicn

Joim the Ardsley Pallinator Pathway ’7
program to install a LT demon-
stration garden at Anthony F Veteran

Park next Saturday, May 14 Register [or
a time slot, 10-a.m.-12:30 p.m. or 1-3:30
., at ardsleypollinatorpathwis.org,
Rain dare May L5

The next Veggie Mania Freo Seedling
Exchange hosted by the Ardsley Polli-
ator Pathway progran is Sunday, May
15, 1:30-3 pum, at the community center.
Get free seeds and Ghe-on-one vegetable
gardening advice, Visit ardsleypollina-
Iorpathyeay.org.

Join the Ardsley Pollinator Pathway
propran o install & o ‘butterfls
garden at Har’s Brool Pazk and Fre-
serve on Saturday, May 21, Resister for
a lime slot, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. or 1-3:50
pom,, at ardsleypollinatorpathway.org.
Rain date May 22.
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From THE EDITOR
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The Chaurivey Park project inverved lenvoving mugwort snd
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Happenings

Jaain the Ardsley Pollinator Pathway p1o-
gramn v inslall a pollinatar demensiration
rden ot Anthany F Veteran Park (hs Satur-
day, My 14 Reggster for a time o, 10 a.m.-
12430 pen, oz 1-330 pam. 41 a!d‘lcupo ina-
totpathevayorg. Rain date My

srdsley High School Enviconmental Tusk
Lorce cu-sponsor & “Stormwater-in-the-
Park” information table on the theme
“Keep Plastic Out of Our Walerways”
this Saturday, May 14, 11 am.-1 p.m., at
Bicentennial Bark. Stop by fain or shine. |

By Jackiz Lupo

On 4 triangle of kand near the food.
serap recveling drop-off at Anthony B Ver-
eran Park, volunlcers planted a pollinator
pargdise on May 14, By mic-summer,
zainbeny of native plants swill frm a habitar
for bees and butterllics.

“That uifisrr as Ted by Carol Sommerdicld
of the Ardsley Pallinator Pathway Commit-
lee and Ml i Margules of the Tamrytown
Enyironmentsl Advisory Cowneil. Sommer-
sield ans| Marguiles receiyed pmmm fron
the Town of Groenburgh to instal pellinator
ardlens ar Veteran, Park and at Harl's Brook
Prescrye on Ridge Roadl in Harssdale, The
planting at Harts Brook wil be: Vln) 21,

The Vereran Pack garclen will dernonstrate
how wildflowers can grow in full sun with.
poor sl The Hart's ook gerden will be in
2spot with no acoess to water, and where for-
‘gers mach as sy snd wroandhos coarn, The
garden will feature plants that ave mpalatable
tordeer, suich as wood mink and bee balm.

Greenburgh officials “were very enthu-
S idea? awurdmg (0 Som-
meficld. The Tovin agrced to kick in up to
51,200 1o help pay for me gardens, which
Sonunen-u:ld a3

'he gardens. alsor:mmd aslﬂ}ﬂ grant

from the Bronx Kiver/Sand Shere chpter of
vihose president, Sandy Morrissey,

told the desgncrs that Audubon would fand.
the g,a:dembecausc suppcumng pollinators

Visit
ectinews/stormmater-in-the-park,

The next Veggle Manin Free Seedling
Exchange hosred by the Ardsley Pollinator
Fathway program s this Sunday, May 15,
1330-3 .m0, at the commun 1y CEnTer Get

scods e one-on-one vegetable gardening

Atdsley Stormwater Management and ‘
advice. Visit ardsleypollinatorpathwayorg. ‘

Join the Asdsley Poltinstor Pathway pro- ‘

gram to install o momarch ‘buitertiy garden At
Hart's Bmuk}’aﬂiaﬁg' Treserve 11;::{ DSa[ur
s My 21, Register for a time slof, 102111~
uﬁopm or 1-330 ., ot andslypellins-
‘tarpathway.org, Rain dare May 22

fund-
ed po].hmtur g;udzm !Ia:m-d at the Ardsley
l’llbhc”bmrymhm\mlnfl‘an.hﬂay
"Part of the agrecment with the Town of
Greenburgh s that the volunteers will main-
tain the gardens. The Arisley Bollinator Farh-
way Commitles began recruiting volunteers
this weeL, since both gmdfm are ad;aamrm

The Village of Ardéley:
The Veferan Pnrk plol is suited to Sem-
merfield’s edocational mission.
“People drive past there,” she explained.
“For the past few days T've prepping the sm.
and l\&guﬂm people passing by who

FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022 THE RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE — PAGE 9 ¥

Volunteers plant po]]mator havens at parks

Hial Wai Margules helps with the planting at Veleran Park on May 14.

et fre of systemic pestivides, or “neonics,”
Uk can ham or 4l pallinaters. Th scardiny
of the plants drove same of the design deci-
sions, Som merfield noled that not all native

plants are free of neonics. She revom mends.
huj'mg mative plants unly [rom retailers thal

interested in 5. 1
ask what's geing on (here, and d\e‘) s.«y,
thrink that will bie wonderfil s aeross from
the administration building, and regardless
of whal you want to e or how you come
il that patk, yeu have o pass this garden™
One challonge for the garden designers
was finding saurees [ur native plants that

It des O fhe mu gankm are differ- |
ent becausc fhe Veteran Park plorThas a soue
of waler, while the Har's Beook garden does
‘nol, Forthe food serap drop-off s, 2'spigot
and hose were installed for visitors to Tinse

thedr food scrap:

pails, :
In contrast, al Hart’s Brook, "#'re going

unpalatable |0 plant eaers”

inwastres there!”

outifitgels dne

IV LAMOIATELA MEATONINS EHTER RIS
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The Pollinator

10 go with really tough natives that don’t
need nach manknd e, and can withstand
deer and groundhags.” Semmerfield said.
4105 probably more valiable to homeown-
s 1o see a pareen whete everything 35 torally

Tn addition, they chase plants thal will
grom fast ane ke over the avea where theye
p]amed. “The teason we vl (Teim ot Hart's
Brook {5 that thms @ nassive amount of
531 “Theew plans will
ErOW D 50 d»emeiy, they will prevent thuse
Imvasivs; weeds from growing. And bucavse
e woult have water fhere, mints can taugh it

a monarch bu
Park and Preserve this Saturday, May 21.
Register for a time slot, 10 a.m.-12:30 pm. or

1-330 pmn.. at ardsleypol
Rain dare May 22.

Happemngs

Pollinator Pathway program will piam
ttterfly garden at Flart's Brook

liinstorpathviayorg.

FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2022 THE RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE — PAGE'S”

1pneadmwunia 's Brook Park aiid Prasaru,
Hlay 21.

'mm amﬁi
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Lhc Ariddley Fullinatar an,
Gurden Toar i
o, wi
thepisblic Toin date hune 5. For
wisit v ardke poloatorpadivaorg,
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Vegctabls
oext Satueduy, june 4, 1-1
seith seven puivace garndons open 10
e info, |

Rlebacoa frkin in her garden at 22 Park fira.

Tour welcomes publié into private gardens

Sewem privale gurdlens will b upen b
the public during u self-guided oar nest

wechend,
“Lhe Suisley Pollinalor Fallosay's v
end azmurl upen gardean o Sulurday,
June 4 1-4 pia. {zain date huse 31,
S o e
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i s e W
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ﬂw\ma e e

1. ()
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den,ai 25 Citlandhs &, 15 1955, Fighty
et GF it 157 s e

i e
m dmv nx‘umen
ot

1 have a Jitle

il e LT
Siae b e sulding; mese e plants
ot el
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i Auliony & et Dk ey
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w bl ol
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e ot 2 Suul whe araduaied

o
I that

—and fiui
th\ gE rereu Loha funen w.\iy Litde
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ik

e
e kener, w29 s, and
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eotye Latimet, Peter Tariagila, Ken Jenking, Jewel Williams Johnson, Kathy 0'Connar, Matwlans Shimaky, and Eften Hendricke tusing the

prass confarance.

Officials mark completion of repaved trail

Repaving part of the South Coun-
ty Trailway, which started lase spring,
wrapped up with a press conference
om the morning of Friday, June 3.
Westchester County Executive George
Latimer led the event, which was held
alongside Life: e Place to Be on |aw-
rence Street in Ardsley.

The $3.1 million project rebuilt the
6.4-mile section of the trailway trom
Barner Sircel in Yonkers fo Reute 119
in Hlmsford. Parking Tots for the trail-
way wee also repaved, including the
Farragul Avenue lolaff it 13 of (he
northbound Savr Mill River Parkway.

In Islal, the Soulh County Trailway

En

is 14.1 miles, from the horder hetsveen
the Bronx and Yonkers to the Fastwiew
section of Greenburgh, wheve it con-
neets with the 22.1-mile North County
‘I'railsvay, which continues te the bor-
der belyween Wesichester and Putnany
counties.

The two trails follow the track bed
the Putnam Division of the Neu:
rk Central Railroad which operated

 until passenger servics ceased in 1956

and freight scrvice in 1982, The Put was
the successor of the New Yark £ty &
Northern Railroad, which began apera-
tion in 1880. The railroad served 23 sta-
tions in Westchester, inctading Ardsley,

THE RIVERTOWN

Chauncey in Dobbs Ferry, and Mount
Hape in [lastings.

Latimer was joined by Deputy Coun-
ty Executive Ken Jenkins, County Teg-
Islators MaryJanc Shimsky and Jewel
Williams Johnsen, two tepresentatives
of the County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Conssryation — com-
missioner Kally ©'Conar and first
ddeputy commissioner Perer Tartaglia

— and Fllen Hendricks, the ditector for
tescarch for Lalimer and # member of
the Greenburgh Town Council.
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Residents seek solution to flooding issue
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Dam removal to reshape part of Saw Mill

REGION — Westchester County
e
Lake by

e defisient, Bt mud dnapseras,
M2 dam i not nnatable. . B »m;l

going to collapse,” said Perer 4

alia, frst depate cammissiancr ﬂ‘ﬂm

plalmng it ities sautl of
dam mﬂ alowed the vonsteuction
and businesses i the ool

plain %.. e il e Bl

drain the 15-are
temoring part of the dsm Lhal i
Lt and then reconfiguring fhat area of
e S DAL Wiver with rian
britdee. weits and pals, and native

an .

Siwated wll the sorthbound saw
bl River Pachway, e kike was niode
by building » conerete and sloie dant
agass the river in 1840 The New Fark

520t Department of Kmvirsnmen-
mwuﬁ:}n%d ctermined that fhe

Dam removal

Tartaglia continued, “Now rhat we've
bad the experience of 192, obvious-
Ty some of this [problem] i5 changing
sveather patterns and ulisiite changs.
and Tda is eermainly provl of Hooding
venls WOLRIING in pur area”

Fapitto Constinstion Co. of Carm
o, i Pulgaw County. started drain-
ing the lake this month, Onee that’s
accomplished, consiruction can stert
on the pedestrian bridge, which will
zeplace the sealkway utopr e dam,

“I's going to he very pretty, but 1l
puing 1o serve a5 a re-stabilization area
for (e patl of the Tiver we're recreat
ingy” Tas laglia dlaborated-

wiestehester County Parks Commis-
sionor Kathy O'Ceanor refsred m the
change as “neshaping U eiver” an offart
EEs e pake
from fleoding, and enalile Lish to swlm
s bstrcted fe vehers the Saw Wil Riv:
e N W

The Environmential Assessment
Form (EAT} for the projeet correb-
arates ('Connor’s rllam(h;ri?alum

“Ihe project swill cha
lake hahitat to a nveﬁm\arﬁm hiabitat,”
the ESF reports.“The ri b
e S T e
suppert aquatic ife. The slone weirs
af Tess Lhan L foot will ereate pools
that will avcommadate fish aud ilore
for fish pussage. The project mcludes

Saumry bep w5
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an exlensive planting plan that will
rostore Ue siie to natural habitar that
will auppoﬂ’ native witdlife”
AF also notes, “Over 20 aew
lw:!, al'l mative sprgies, will be planted
Construction 18 estimared 1o last
12 14 months. Thising that time, the
entr ave Mill River Park-
s 3vil] be closed unel that section af

2

the park will br off limils.
Cureenburgh Town Supervisor Pavl
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Points of View

From THE EpiToOR

Could be better

From May 1o October, Riverkeeper seleases monthly reports
about the results of its water quality testing program for the
FHudson River and its tributaries, inchuding the Saw Mill River.
The first resules for 2022 were posted on Riverkesper's website
(wiwiv.riverkeeperorg), under Water Quality.

The program lests for enterococcus, & bacterium that lives
in the intestines of humans, and that indicates the presence
of sewage. The federal Environmental Protcetion Agency rec-
ommends possible temporary beach closures for entero levels
above 60, cells/ 100 mL.

In the Enterprise’s coverage area, the only Hudson River
tesling site is Matthiessen Park in [rvington, where the count
was 20 cells on May 23. Since 2008, the count at that location
has exceeded 60 cells three times — in April 2017, and in May:
and September 2011,

To the west, the count was 41 cells at the Piermont Pier and
74 cells at the ontfall pipe for the Orangetown Sevage Theat-
ment Plant, also on May 23.

't the north, the counts weee 337 cells at the Tarrytown
Marina and 305 cells at Kingsland Paint Park in Sleepy Hol-
low, both on May 24,

To the south, the counts were 10 cells at JEK Marina in Yon-
kers and 20 cells at the ¥onkers Paddling and Rowing Club,
Dboth on May 12. On May 23, the count was 175 cells at the
mauth of the Saw Mill River, between the paddling and row-
ing el and the Yonkers City Pier.

In the Saw Mill River, the counts were 31 cells at V.E. Macy
Park in Ardsley and 63 cclls at Farragut Averme in Hastings,
both on May 12.

In an email blast 1o Riverkeeper's supporters, the co-director
of that nonprofit’s science and patrol program, Dan Shapley,
noted that about 80 percent of the samples from the Hudson
met EPA standards. He asked if 80 percent is good enough.
His answer was no.

To improve that percentage, he urged volers & approve the
$4.2 billion New York State Clean Air, Clean Water, and Green
Jubs Bond Act on the ballot in November 2022, He also called
for Congress to pass the NY-NJ Watershed Protection Act, which
would authotize np to $50 million annually through 2026 to
protect and restore the Hudson-Raritan Estuary. To nudge Con-
gress, visit the Riverkeeper website, and then dick “Get Involved”
and “Take Action™

Appendix — page 34
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Wew England Aster grows i Reheeea Arkin's mailbox garden

Pollinator Pathway issues garden guides

By Kris Dilorsnzg

The Ardsly Pollinator Pathseay Project
has released three “Mailhox Gardens How-
To Guides” — step-by-step instructions for
cavating pallinator gardens of different types
and sfzes

A mailhox garden” s sericrbe dz{'med
a2 flowerbed surrounding 2 nailbex pos
‘The guicles, downioadable from arelsley,
matorps hnaspong,provice the design, A hor
necessary materials snd (heir quantitics, and
a list of appropriate plants for a wildflower,
grass and sedge, or pollinater parden — ne
mailbex fequined.

The smallest mailbex gardens start in
ntainers, holding o thre;

She sent me an extremely deiled explana-
tion of a plan” &rkin, a former sirategist for
satellitc technology, recognized that though
she’s an organized person, “Tou um.k you

[v]x[=[2[o]aa]2]e]
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The guides also include explanations
of which species of pollinators use which
types of phnts s “hosts,” tips for discour-
aiging sehat sonte people consider uovantcd

waill [0 do it and it

She used the mailbex guide. “I did @
proper mailbox garden — L have u real
mailbox — o 6-fuok virle™ Arkin allowed
pie-caisting neninvasive hydranges (o
cemainy its blooms have turned from

“white to pink, She installed %Tjrple; pink,

and eandy-striped phlog, yellow coreop-
sis, purple New Fngland asters, lilac pen-
stemon, echinacea, hummmghud mimi.

1o five plants, swording 1o the chosen q’pl
of gerden, & minl-garden measnres 5 feel
i circumterence, n small one is B feet, a
Targe one, 12 feet. Fach guide includes col-
orful layouts flustrated with suggestions
for plants that attract pollinators. The wild-
flowsr garden's “Meet Your Plants” seclion
comprises nearly four pages of selections,
areanged in arder of their Wooming times.
Carol Summierlleld, the driving force
Lehing e Pollinator Pathevay and a yar-
dener since 1993, wrote the puides a5 2
sesull of her experience providing free gar.
den consultations, After each consultation,
Sommerficld prepared individual plans for
the garckns. 12ina Paterson, now 3 member
of the Pollinator Pathway Stecriug Commit-
0, mel Sominterfield when sh fixjuested a
garden consult; Paterson was excired ahout
gefting started on her gardening but found

the information overwhelming.
“'She didif't know where to start,” Som-
merfield wrote to the Enterprise, “so she had

a great idea o create & simple ‘recipe that
amvene could [ollow, step-hy-step. I desigoed
and waute the gaides and Dina provided the
real-life: fodback and ideas un whiat teople
starting oul would ned t lnew?” Paterson
mentioned that many new Gmilies were
meving mAxdslq-, ane] thoush they-wanted
10 help pollimtots and the ecosysicm, they
nseded the hasics and a clear guide

Relbecea Arkin made use of the guide for
b wildfevwer maibor gazden, Arkin e
1o drdsley about two years ago, and expand-
& from indoor 1w vuldoos gardenimg st
year, Afier cloaring invasive specics from a
section of het yard, she asked for 8 consulta-
‘tion abaut repladng them with native plants.

After her mucling with Sommerfield,
rkin said, “T ot about a 60-page print-oul.

md black-eved Susans that the wildlife
ot was a deficions hors Pocavee, 50
it didt end up blooming™

Avkin also gpplied the plant suggestions
to- ather parts of fer property, and now has
soven different gardens. Somerfield notes
ihat mailbox gardens can also be square ep
oblong, “The gum is jist that: a guide on
Tiowv to getstarled

‘Sommerficld and Paterson prade suxe ts
recarnmend native plants (hof cai be found
in Jocal nusserics and even big-box slores,
ar bnughl s soai'lmgs ﬁ'm‘n omline suppliers
and shipped to-ond

Most of the p]nms e bought were
available at Rosedale Nurseries in Haw-
thome, “The only way it could be casicr” she
said of wsisis fhe: graida, s i thore was an
Tnistacart butlon. Tt very smaizhefurard.” .

The guides otfer a chiive between o
ways of preparing o garden: digging or no

Digginy organic evmpost,
R
guesswork: a guide tells how many bags of
2ach il be neded for cach size garden.

The *lasagna” method of planting calls
for layering cardbostd, newspapers, mulch.
Tam clippmgs, oormpost or manure, liberalhy:
wtered berween; the guadc gives direclions
forcrearing each layer.

pollinators, such as wasps and hornels, and
infarmation on cadungered pollinators.

“One ol my personal goals with the

dens was to use not unly nectar planls
Dbut also host plants, thereby supporting
butrerflies and moths in their adult and
caterpillar stages,” Semmerfield stated. “T
have found when performing free garden
consults that people really love to know
specifically what they are supporling and
how. That is why there is @ section that
describes how the plants apecifcally sip-
port pellinaoes”

Arlin has heen seeing the frwits of her
labor singe planting her mailboc garden in
Ivfag, “Every time T passed by it this summer,
there were at least a halt-dozen bees, butter-
flics, and moths there” she affiemed. “T've
seen aton of fireflien since switching to native
‘plants this year. The adulis arc pollinalors:
they cat polln and neclar”

Sommetfield confirmed that the next
mailbos guide will be for gardens to sup-
port monarch burterflies. On April 11,
Ardsley Mayor Naney Kaboolian signed
the National Wildlife Federation Mayor's
Monarch Pledge, which states, in part:
“The Village is committed f and {has]
already taken many actions o holp Lhe
‘monarch butterfly including increasing
public asareness of the {ssue and encour-
aging residents to build gardens for mon-
archs.... The Village is aware of the impor-
‘tance of saving monarchs and other polli-
nators, and believes that encouraging the
expansion of native plantmgs will not anly
benefit monarchs but all native species,
as well g9 praviding natural and beaniiiul
sp«ws fcr V1|age residents.”

with her mailber.
“Ijust dng and mulched and hoped for the
best? shemh\m&%ﬂllwmmymm
from any botanical sacietiest Maybe not,
I'm getting two thumbs up from the Mﬂs
and thebees™
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Ardsley Cares Day resumes
good-deed marathon format

By Kis DiLorenzo

Ardsley Cares Day returns to full
pre-pandemic fervor this month, with
nearly two dozen activities to benefit
more than 20 organizations, all taking
place on Saturday, Oct. 29, between 8
am. and 1 p.m. 1

In 2021, to allow for social distanc-
ing, the all-volunteer event was spread
aut. Dubbed “Ardsley Cares All Year,”
each month was devoted 1o a specif-
ic activity. In 2020, the day devoted to
good deeds was canceled.

Sponsored by the PTA since 2008,
Ardsley Cares Day this vear is reaching
out to communitics as disparate as the
residents of senior living complexes,
animal shelters, and the Andrus Chil-
dren’s Center.

Helmed by co-chairs Melissa Tanmus-
zo-Feldman, Lindy Lipka, and Sarika
Chawla, Ardsley Cares Day organizers
have posted online guidance for which
kinds of donations are suitable for which
organizations. There are also online
sign-up sheets for volunteers to choose
shfts for clothing, food, and toy drives;
cleanup programs and outdoor beauti-
fication projects; and direct donations.
Visit ardsleypta.orglardsley-cares.html.

Onee again, children can volunteer to-

play sports and games with special needs
children at the Andrus Field Day; the
Youth Movement Against Alzheimer’s

) can work on crafts with Atria’s
seniors; and at the end of the final shift,
those with driver’s licenses will caravan
to some of the organizations that are

recipients of the clothing, canned goods,
books, sporting equipment, and other
items collected during the day.

Some volunteer shifts have been
filling up. The Andrus Children’s Field
Day, sorting and packing tofletry kits
for local women’s shelters, painting
rocks for the Peaceful Playground at
Concord Road School, reading to chil-
dren at the Ardsley Library, and sorting
sporting goods for youth programs and
children in need are popular.

Amimal shelters are in luck. At Ards-
ley Middle Schaol, volunteers will bake
dog biscuits for the Yonkers Animal
Shelter, or make dog toys and catnip
pillows for Paws Crossed in Elmsford;
others will bake dog biscuits at SPCA
Westchester in Briarcliff Manor.

Several of the day’s approximately
20 committees, each of which oversees
an activity; are promoting environmen-
tal consciousness. “Go Green Thumb,”

 sponsored by the Ardsley Garden Club,

gives children of all ages the opportuni-
ty to spruce up and plant bulbs at the
middle school’s Pollinator Garden. The
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale
will hold separate children’s and teen
sessions to teach about sheet mulching,
a way to combat invasive plants and
help create a meadow. Pascone Park
will be the setting for an activity open
to those 12 and over: a tour of the rain
garden, an explanation of how to man-
age stormwater, pollution, and ecology
— and daffodil planting in the process.

PAGRE B — THE RIVERTOWHS ENTERFRISE FRIDAY. OCTOBER 21, 2022

Hestings residents Keith Man an bl father, Mighae, BIanta e,

Onc Tumdred pad Gveaty native
shrubs and trees weee planied ot
Chauncey Park on Salurday, Oct. 15.
The pack i adjucent tn the Sww Mill
River Purkwvay, hatween the dshford
Avenue Bridge tn the narth and River

Biver Fsmary rograi, was on band.
in addition, the DEC supplied plastic
ibes 1o proteet Lhe plants, wonden
stakes Lo hold up the tubes, and mars
0 Suppress weeds.

120 native plants added to Chauncey Park

65 planted in Octoher 2020, 75 planted
in May 20121, amd 65 planted 1d Orctoler
2021, In addition, lvasiv
s b remerveal drum the sic
Ing knotwerd, mugwart, multiflora
zose, aand pusceluin berry

Lipka, lannuzzo-Feldman, and Regi-
na Dosso co-chaired the 2021 event.
lanuzzo-Feldman told the Enterprise on
Qct. 3 that despite restrictions imposed
by Covid-19, “We collected hundreds
af toys from the community... at least
80 jackets, 50 pairs of boots, Hundreds
of toiletry bags were made, hundreds of
sandwich bags, at least 200 bags of sweat-
pants, coats, gloves scarves, hundreds of
sweatshirts. People set up Amazon wish
lists and sent it to us at the [Ardsley-Sec-
or Volunteer| Ambulance Corps, because
we had so many donations.”

“This yeat, from October 25 through
October 29, each school will have a
donalion drop-off arca,” she continued.
“A bus will be planted at the police sta-
tion where you can drop off donations.”

The PTA will have need of more vol-
unteers for sorting and packing career
clothing and laptops for the Foster Teen
Employment Network; gently used or
“new fall or winter clothing for infants to
adults, for the Sharing Shelf; and kitch-
enware, bedding, towels, toiletries, and
children’s pajamas, for Hope's Door, a
shelter for victims of domestic vialence.

The Sharing Shelf is a Port Ches-
ter-based clothing bank founded to
meet the basic material needs of low-in-
come children and teens in Westches-
ter County, and help them remain in
school by providing them with persoral
hygiene items and appropriate clothing.

“We started planning months ago,”
Tannuzzo-Feldman noted. “This event
has been in the works since last April”
After volunteers sign up, she explained,
in one or two weeks, they'll start receiv-
ing eblasts about what they need to do
for their particular event. “We'll remind
people to start collecting their items,
and start reminding them about where
to donate,” she added.

The Ardsley Cares Day committee,
especially its co-chairs, will be in constant
mation well beyond October. Iannuz-
zo-Feldman stated, “We literally could not
do it without cach other” She and Lipka
are chairing again this year because, she
explained, “It's 2 great event; it’s a great
way for a family to come out and help
families in need, te help others, which 1s
why we're all doing it”
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Points of View

FroM THE EDITOR

Lamont-Doerty Earih Observalory stalf I=5d o public sel
mont Pief ondine T, 2022

Weigh in on water

Lowns Squarc ta the samth,

The Iobbs Ferry Conservarian
Gonumission husted Lhe exent, which
allracied volunteers, members of the
Climate Safe Yomkers Task: Tozve, nd
membersof the. Green Teaum, whic
comsists of students enrolled in public
high scheols in Youkers,

Grovndvrork Hucaon Valley, a nan-
profit bused in Yonkers, rans the task
Laree aml the Green ‘Tearm, which helps
maintain seven soological islocation
sites alang the S il River beween
Yemiccrs and Mount Bleasant. Crennd-
work Hudsen Vallzy also hasts the
anmnl Great Saw BTl River Cleanup.

The plants wece supplied by iees
for Tuibs, » program of the Kew Yark
State Treparment of Envirammenlal
Comsereation’s Hucson River Ti
Program, Beth Ruesslen, the tipari-
ain buffes coordinator for the Hudson

Appendix — page 35

The shrubs snd trecs were added to

sy Oc. 14, 5 116 30 nisorsaey of the pussage of the Lz
w.m et which wai A by it

i by € nmgress, which

Tumssd‘\y‘ et 25,4 the deadline t arhmitinpt s fhe New vork Sare
Dicpustancnt of Envirnmentel Canservaivm {20C] wirich will usc that
iy Lo decicle whether by reclassie cormain saline swaters, dncluding the
Phudsim River st of the Hoar Monntain Bridgzand tibutuies sushas
“the s bl iver,

“Uhe I3FC chssifies witers biwed, in pat, on hiow people nse them.
“Waters used for actiiilas that sl fngesriam i mmersion, sich a3
suciming, st mect highe standands nnden the Clcan Watcr Adt, o
mest such standards, imstmants 1 storTmwaiT and wrastovates nfra-
srucnune eonild benocessar: x

o collect data in fime for the Uct, 25 deadline, Riverkeeper, Save the
~ouud. a.Md:e NY-NTHiwbor & Estuey Proglanm etealed an ooline maps
L3, The oy allowss the:
puhm 76 click m # sporamd thee fill o smrvess abant hows they nse the
~ater at that Tocafian:

Tast month, an <mail Blast fram Riverkseeper induded an estimate
that Hudson River watershved communities need 1o spend 53,1 billion 1o
repalr o upprade seastevater infiusteuctre,

“he watershed suffers at tiwes fom comblacd sewage overflov,
swhich resuits from stornmvarter and sstesratat sing the sane pipes.
1 uring dry sseather, vaasteraater fiowrs 1o trearment plants before being
lisevarged i the Hudsan, [uring hesy wa,stormeateraidwaste-
weager i and then st axoic
them. Westchoster Caunty ovns the slosest treatiuent plint ro the Riv
crtanens, Tocared fn Yonkers.

Faery maonth from May to Gclober, Riverkeeper, the Luneol ohesly
Farth ¢ Sheervatary: and teens College test vater collected betueen Nev:
ork ity and Warerfird for fozal cantamination, Riverkeeper pasts the
resalls gt 1he IHC el sonsi Vemngd'm For water

: duta, th

recreationt
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| Red chokeherry In Linda Azif's garden

TIMLAMGH =iy HIGAHS SNTERPRISE

Pollinator pros lay groundwork for winter

By Kris Dil nrenzo

Ardsley’s Pollinator Pathway cadre
gave gardeners and would-be gardeners
tips on how (o prepare for winter —
and see the results of their efforts in the
spring — via a Zoom presentation on
Oct. 12. PP, launched in March 2021, is
a subcommitiee of the Village's Climale
Advisory Commirree.

Members of PP and its
den Mamia (e provided
folluw in the coming months to pro-
tect pollinators, grow natise plants, and
produce vegeknbles 'The fisst step in the
process is contrary to what many horie-
nswners do: maintaining a manicured
lawn {which PP slates is the most irsi-
-+ gated crop in America) by disposing of

wrass clippings, dead leaves and brush,
tree stumps and logs, dead-heading
plants, and eutting down stalks.

Instead, PP tesm member Linda
f urged her audience, “Leave your
leayes? She recommended that rather
than Blowing or raking, use fallen lcaves
and other organic debris as mulch for
cultivating plants and creating hospita-
ble habitats for pollinators, first deing
a final weeding remeving even the
smallest invasive plants.

“Rirds need ‘leaf litter’ for shelter
and to find insects duning the wintes”
Azif said. Also, some bees overwlnter in
stalks, under grasses and sedges, in-ani-
| mal burrows, and undsr logs.

For [hose who dan't have the time or
the will to engage in a labor-micnsive
process, PP highlighted Me *Lazy Gar-
dener” apptoach. For example, scrap-
ing the seeds ont of a lomala or pepper
rather than buying sceds 41 3 nursery to

1 save Hime ang money,

To collect seeds frum flowers, shrubs,
and trees, Carol Sommerfield, chair of

¢ PP team, advised keeping an eys on
pluzts after they've flowered — seeds
are gerierally ready from four to eight
sweeks afterward, “Laok for sced pods
that are dry, brown, or bursting,” she
said. “On a dry day when sceds are ripe,
they're gasy to remove” Sommuoriicld
cantioned against using seads that have
fallen to the ground, because they're
pronc lo mold and fongus.

‘Another “Don't” is collecting seed or
plants fivn public land or collocting from.
endangered species. The latter is.a vialation
af the Environmental Conservation Law.

Winter is the time o plant nalive

sceds outdeors. “The easiest plants [or
seed collection,” Semmerfield nolcd,
“are coneflowers, goldenrods, asters,
columbine, preat blue lobella, cardinal
Hlower, phlox, black-eyed Susans, mist-
flower, pentstemon, sunflovers, jewel-
weed, amd prass o sedges”

Regarding vegetables, she said. “...
plant indoors hefore the last [rost or
direslly in the ground aficr the first
frost” Tomatoes, beais, (reas, PEPPes,
and leliuce seeds are easy to havvest and
arow. Lo keep soil from losing nutrlents
in harsh winter weather, Linda Caldwell
of the Veggie Gardening Mania team
suggested planting cover crops such as
ted or sweet clover, rye, or oats in the
fall, four vecks Defore the first frost. |

PP tcam meniber Kathy Evers elab-
orated an the “Lazy Gardener™ way of
preparing or cxpanding a garden for
spring: through sheer composting, ta
plant sithout dizging.

After mowing grass as short as possi-
ble, one should leave the clippings., then
“sinother the grass” with at least six (o
cight sheets of newspaper, cardbeard,
or Ram bourd (made of 100 percent .
reclaimed paper) and a second layer ol
campost andfor wood chips, covering
the area, und water thoroughly so the:
material is wet. She guarantecd thal
any gaps in the malerial would Tet grass™—
grons through, requiring extra work in
the spring to clean it up before planting.

TFinally, the area should be covered
with al Jcast 6 inches of compost and/
ot small swood chips similar to mulch,
then watered. A (hivk, compact layer of
compost and/er mulch is necessary so
“erirters” have less sbilily to reach and
shred the paper.

A gardener without a large yard can
tise small containers or planting boxcs:
Gutdoors, using leaves 1o protect the seil,
and screening or other type of barrier thar.
allows light in and keeps rodents out. The-
pots must be kept out of direct sunlight,
and seil kept molst; in the spring, plants
an be transplanted outside.

Sommerfield pointed out easons to
collect and germinate ane's own seeds:
“To get alot of plants easily; and it makes.
il casicr for plants to adapt o changing
climale condilions.” The seeds will have
no pesticide on thern, either.

DPT's matta is “We are making si
nificant change, one yard at a Time.”
They hold educationsl events, often
virtnal, and an annual FP Seed Swap.

“The Ardsley PP Sced Swap, our sec-
andanmual, is a combination seed swap
social event and eelebraiion in Decem-
ber,” Sommerfield stated. “Our event
s always in December — ncar the sal-
stice. This allows us to collect the latest
all sgeds and be ready to planl em
in January - perfect timing” Fhe free
Seed Swap will be oudoors at Som-
merfield’s house, 23 Orlando Averue,
on Deg, 10,11 a-m.-2 p.m, Rainfsnow
darzis Dec. L1, at the same fime. “There
il be fots ul" seeds t be had, she add-
el “We can give advice and answer any
questions aboul slarting sesds or native
garclening”

PP offers free on-site gardening con-
suliations year-tound: Sommerfield has.
eonducted 68 so far. Recordings of PP
webinars and presentations, previous
newslellers, “How-To™ guides, and other
infarmatien is available an the PP web-
sites adsleypellinatorpatineay.org/bume

In the next PP Zoom presentalion,
Now 9, 7:30-8:43 pun., “Eetting Gao of
the Lawn: Rewilding @ subirban yard,
part 1,” Kathy Evers will take viewers
through the first phase of her journcy
1 “rewild” her yard, Evers transformed
‘her entire property in a year, spending
the winles and early spring proparing
for the “return to nature”

Volunteers show their heart during Ardsley Cares Day

By Tim Lamorig

Hundreds of volunlsrs nmed out i
serve their community and moee during
Ardsley Cares (ay on Salu sy, Oct

The annual event rerurned to ils sin-
gle-day format after being canceled n
2020, and. then turmed Into a series of
cfforts during the 20121-22 school year,
bath duc to the pandemic. Ardsley Cares
Day sfarled in 2003

Far five hours, voluntevrs purlicipased
i communtry service actvlties in Axdsler
as el a5 Briarchif Maner, Dobbs Ferry,
Harrsdale, and ¥White Firins, The effatwas
led by co-chairs Mclissa lannuzzo-Feld-
man, Lindy Tipha,aid Sariks Chawla, with
the suppur( of the rdsicy P

T Ardsley; the hub was the middle
sshol, where donated buoks, dlothes,
food, sports equipment. and toiletries

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 2022 THE RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE — PAGE 9 -

& nonprofit in Bye Brock that connects
ermpliyers Lo leens aging oul of the foster
care syslem.

Liifteen year-ld Kyla Altshuler a soph
omaore at Adsley High School, joined the
effort 10 aid The Sharing Shelf during
Ardsler Cares Diy aftex starlig her v
collection for thar nonpeofit last month.
Sh was assisted by her mother, Sndrea,

Prior to Ardiley Caros Duy, diop-off
sites for donatiens were set up at Con-
cord ltoad Elementary School, Ardsley
Middle School, Axdsley 13igh School, and
the Ardsley Police Deparument. Those
donations also incladed items for Hape's
Doar, a nonprotit that helps domestic
viglence wictims.

Elsowhere In Ardsley, 2 village-wide
clegnup was held and Mower bulbs were
planted at Pascone Park, the public
Tibrary, and the corner of Saw Mill Riv-
ex Romd and i Raad, There

e S0t AT 10y | the
Faws Crossed Anfinal Sheller in Elmstond;
and dog biscuits were baked for theYan-
kers Animal Shelier.

The fisod was for Feeding Westches-
ter, 1 nenprofit in Blmsford that suf-
plies food pantries and soup kitchens.
The toiletries were for the Coachman
Family Center, a homeless shellee in
White Plains, The spartig yoods were
for Boys & Girls Clubs,

Vifteen year-uld Suraj Patcl, 3 sophio
enore at xlsioy High School, led the pack-
aping of the foiletries, which consisted of
tlens donated by his parents, who owen the
Ardsley Acres Motel, as well as two dentists
and Ardsley Schaol District teachers.

Mast of the clothes were far The
sharing Shell of Westchester, u nenprotit
in Porl 4 hester that helps children and
teens. In addition, professional clothing
and laptep eomputers were wollected for
the Foster Teen Employment Netwark,
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‘Happenings [

Ardsley Pollinator Pathway presents Kathy
“Evers to discuss “Letting Go of the Lawn:
Rewilding a Suburban Yard, Part 17 on
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 7:30-8:45 p.m, via Zoom.
For details and 10 register, visit ardsleypolli-
vatorpathwayorg, |

Partk on Oct. 22.

Appendix — page 36

s also xock painting at the slementary
school nd 4 reada-thon at the Hbrazy.
Vohinteers visited the Andrus Chil

dren’s Center in White Plains and thrce
hommes fur sewior citiavs — Atria Wood-
lands in Ardstey, Cabrini of Westches-
ter in Dobbs Ferry, and The Chelsea at
Groenburgh, They alse helped with sheet
mulching at the Gireenburgh Nature Cen-

- rerand baked dog biscuity 4 SPCA West-

chester in Briarchifl Manr.
Vohumtecrs at the middle school sere

. joined by Congressman Jamaal Bove-

man, wha helped prepare dog biscuit
dough, State Senate Majority l.eader
Andrea Slewart Gousing Greenburgh
Town Supsrvisor Panl Feiner, Schools
Supertntendunt Ryan Schonfeld, and
Mayor Nancy Kaboolian. During her
remiks, Kaboulian referred to Ardsley
s “the litts cymmunicy with the biggest

heart in the whole world?

j}' ...

P06 Y T LAGIT R4 SO0 SHTEPRES
Kyla and Andren Altzhu(er {above) sort elating for The Sharlng Shelf. Jerermy Mariin (belov)
plants bulbs at the corner of Sau Mill River Read and Revolutionary Read with fhis wiie,
Lucia Ferri-Martin, and their shildren, T-ysar-old Gamila and 4-year-ald Graham.

T LAMDREENTERPRISE

Depariment of Public Works general foreman David DiGregorio and staff member Mati Mayers lower one of four new irees planted at Pascane
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Village solicits input on parks, Tecreation

By Kris DiLorenzo

Ardsley is asking residents to eval-
uate its parks and recreation services
through an online survey (bit.ly/3D-
4dQtE). The public is invited io cri-
tique present parks and recreation
facilities and programs, and share
1deas about what they want to see in
the futare.

TFeedback from the survey will be
used to identify prioritics and outline
strategies for a Parks and Recreation
Master Plun encompassing facilities,
programs, and services. Weston &
Sampson, a planning and desizgn firm
in Reading, Mass., and Berry Dunn; a
management consulling fiem with sev-
eral offices in the U.5., will help devel-
op the master plan, which will guide
decision-making and investment as
part of the Comprehensive Plan.

According to the Comprehensive
Flan, the Village can provide “safe,
attraclive, accessible, and well-main-
tained parks and recreational facilities
to serve residents of all ages and phys-
ical abilities” by priocitizing funding
for recreational asscts, restoring and
interconnecting Ardsley’s public parks,
¢Teating new and renovating emsting
reercational spaces and facilities, fe-cs
tablishing and improving public access
10 the Sav Mill River, and developing
more recreational programming,.

The 28-guestion survey is designed
to identify the strengths and weakness-
es of parks and recreation facilities and
programs, and point oul opportunities
for improvement and expansion. As
stated on the Village website, the mi
sion of the Parks and Recreation Mas-
ter Plan is “to promote the health and
well-being of our community, envi-
ronment, and economy by facilitating
recreational opperiunities and coordi-
nating the enhancemenl of our parks,
facilities, and narural resources now
and into the future”

The master plan's goal is to “steward
village resources in a sustainable, envi-
ronmentally responsible, and fiscally
prudent manner for the long term, and
to resolve issues before they et worse
or become too costly to repair”

ies includce

En

Youth & Cemmunity Center. The Vil-
lage alse has yarious pocket parks:
Bocost Park, Silliman Park, Fireflighter
Park, Legion Park, Bicentennial Park,
and Floyd Lichtenberg Park.

The survey asks respondents to rate
the importance of courts (basketball,
tennis, pickleball) and fields {bascball,
softball, soccer), community gardens.
community and neighborhood parks,
open space and natural areas, play-
grounds, picnic shelters, rental and
event spaces, and trails and pathsways.
Respondents are also asked about the
quality of those facilities.

Some questions are specific, such as
facilities nsed and programs attended
during the past 12 months. The susvey
allows suggestions and comments on
each topic, for example, which facilities
or programs are necded or not needed.
Tt also poses questions about the need
for a new community ceater and what
amenities wonld be desitable. Respon-
dents can weigh in on what the Village
should address in the next five to 10
years. They're also given lists of facil-
1ties and programs to rate from “not
important” to “very important.”

A multitude of programming
ideas to be added or introduced is
presented: bos excursions and over-
Dpight trips, environmental educ
tion and nature programs, a farmers’
market, intergenerational programs,
music and art in the park, programs
for special needs individuals and for
different age groups from preschool
through senior citizens. Respondents
can also tell the Village which activi-
ties and programs they want the com-
munity center to offer.

The Village wants o know what it
can do Lo entice more people to use
parks and recrcation facilities, citing
better maintenance, lighting, commu-
nication, customer service and staff
knowledge, enforcement of ordinanc-
es, accessibility, pricing and user fees,
safety and security measures, and even
wi-Fi connectivity.

Weston & Sampson gave the ini-
tial presentation of their propesal for
a master plan to the village board on
May 16. Their work will include nat-
wral resouree management Lo protect,

ect will incorporate findings from the
Village’s Natural Resources Invento-
ry (NRI) analysis, which will identify
areas of local importance such as water
resources, bedrock geology and soils,
scenic and eultural resources, dimatol-
ogy; vegetation, and wildlife.

The Weston and Sampson propos-
al notes village pollinator policies and
procedures, recommending removal o
invasive species, phasing oul the use of
nen-native Mrsery species not appro-
priate for the repion, and replacing
them with native plantings.

Irustee Steve Bdelstein, who serves
on the stzering commiliee, summa-
rized, “The purpose of the Patks and
Rec Master Plan is fo move forward on
implementing recommendations from
our recently completed Village Com-
prehensive Plan. The Village wanted to
ensure that we make the right invest-
menis so that we address the necds
of our whole communirty and that we
prioritize items of highest value or
concern to our residents. In addition,
the plan will inform our capital plan so
that these improvaments can be man-
aged responsibly within our budget.”
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Points of View

FroM THE EDITOR

Back the bond act

On Electlon Day next Tuesday, Nov., 8, one side the ballot
will be lilled with the names of candidates for Congress, Gov-
ernot, Slate Semate, State Assembly, and the Ardsley, Dobbs
Ferry, and Irvington boards of trustess. The village board
elections ure all uncontested.

On the other side of the balfot will be Proposition 1 to approve
the New Yotk Stale Clean Air, Glean Water, and Green Jobs Bond
Act. In Hastings, theve will dlso be a proposition to shift the elec-
tion for the mayor and board of trustess from March o Novernber,

The §4.2 billion bond act would provide $1.5 billion for climate
«change mitigation, $1.1 billlon for restoration and Hoad risk reduc-
tion, $650 million for open space land conservation and recreation,
and $650 million for water quality improvement and resilient
frastructure. The remaining $300 million would be imallocated,

County, city, lown, and village governments would be able to
apply for funding from those categories. The bond act requires that
35 percent of the total funds be used in disadvantaged communi-
ties such as Yomkers, with a goal of 40 percent.

On the Hudson River, the bond act has the backing of Clearva-
ter, Riverkeeper, and Scenic Hudson as well as Groundwork Fud-
son Valley, the Hudsen Highlands Land Trust, the Palisades Parks
Conservancy, and many mere organizations. For a full list, visit
voteyescleanwaterandjobs.con.

11 2020, an earlier version of the bond act, for $3 billion, was
pulled from the ballot because of financial concerns cansed by
the pandemic. Gov. Kathy Hochul and the State Legidlature then
agreed to increase the funding, which must be approved by voters.

On Nov. 1, the Vote Yes for Clean Water & Jobs Coalition held a
press conference in support of the bond act at Scenic Hudson Park
at Peekskdll Landing, Those supporters ranged from representa-
tives of nonprofits 1o representatives of labor unions.

In a statement issued after the press conference, Pete Loper, the
executive director of policy, advocacy, and science for Scenic Hud-
son pointed out that “The Ludson Valley and New York State have
come so far, but there is still more to do to protect clean drinking
water, modernize infrastructure, and conserve world-cliss wildlife

‘habitat for all to enjoy”

e Hometown Newspaper
of Hastings-oi-Hidsor,
Dabbs Feery, Ardsiey

atid vigton
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terprise

Marketing pros to forge village’s image

By Knis Dil orenza

ARDS.LEY The Village of Ardsley has
aibsttan-based Crafied LLC

o dmgu plan that capturcs
G Ee e
and promotes (he: benefits of living
wacking i the willsge, As expressed in
the firm's apreement with the Village,
efliative Oct 17, that new brand iduni-
ty “will stay true to the villapeslongtime
values and character while siotultane-
ously speaking 1o the ﬁmmenhhe vil-
lage’s intent and aspirariong,

The project will cost up to 475,000.

Mayor Nancy Kaboolian explained

1 the Enterprise on Nov. 22, “This ini-
Tiative is un implementation item in
vuz Comprehensive Plan — o ‘grow:
the yisiblity of the wllage through
branding, marketing, vulceach, and
promotional «[orts. We want {o honor
our history while paving the way for a
new and modern image of the village.
We want ta creal: a village brand that
helps attract more pevple to the village,
amvestment, and development. We are
excited to move this jnifiative Eom (he
comp plan forward.™

The first si¢p in the marketing is
research into what Crafted terms the
village's “ecosystem.” Theif research

will include analyzing the branding or
rebranding of other municipalities for
‘comparison 14 the Village's vision and
goals, dclvmg info Ardsley’s history,
<xamining any available docamentq-
livn, and canducting interviews with

“key playcrs” in the village to discuss
business objectives, the current state
of aperations, and the gap hetwoen the
present anyl the Village's ambitinns for
the future. Kaboolian noted that no
interviews have raken place yet, and
said, [ We] have not deculcd who will
manage the project.” She addod, “We

will be secking inpt from the public?”
‘I'he Crafted team — led by presi-
dent Peter Mendez and creative direc-
tor Grog Valvanu — will providc guid-
ance in developing Acdsley’s “story”
and clarifying its messaging, Part of
that messaging will be & visual iden-

AcToring 0 the T
Plan, a brand for the village “fusters
& sense of Lommunity, celebrates the
village’s ynique heritage, rotains key
market segments downtown,
makes the the CBD an attractive place
for mare |watlon, investment, and
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and

tity designed by a 1 artist,

of the

including 1 village logo with various
“taglines,” to be used In printads, pub-

lic signage, street signage, banners, and
all ¥illage communicalions and social
media, among other possibilities
Branding would encompass themat-
ic signage, landscaping, monuments,
lighting, electronic kiosks, public art,
and other features ta establish Central
Business District {CRI2) galeways.

Public improvements such as bench-
s, trec plantings, monuments, brick
pavers, and olher upgrades would also
contribute (o the village’s new image.

Crafied’s strategy is in alignment
with the Comprehensive Plan developed
1o support Ardsley’s economic henlths
the plan was appraved in January 2021
s stated in the plan, its vision for 2030
is "a focused markeling campaign with
professional branding for the Central
Business District, effective use of village
assels, und largeled support for local
‘busiiesses and underutilized properties
will draw now development, enterpris-
&5, and residents fo Ardsley”

dnw niown s kzy, 30 the plan encour-
ages the cesation of a CBI erchants
association to help market the village
and promoic its businesses as a means
of raising public awareness of Ardsley's
patential. Partnering sith the River-
towns Chamber of Commerce is sug-
gested as anather way to promate Ard-
sley’s busingsses. The plan tendered o
sample message: “Lots wark ogether
10 bring more hl;amu‘.ﬂ,s and ameni-
ties into our downtown

To address the tratfic problems pused
by Reule 9A«Saw Mill River Road, the
plan notes, ihe marketing and promo-
tion of 2 dovmiown corriden
by the business community, with local
ZOVErNMEnt 45 4 partaes.

rther opportuniics
ommends include publici
opment sites, using public venues (or
events, and promoting ¥4 fious areas in
the willage with cvents that kmporari-
Iy telacate existing businesses' regular
operations to other spors.

besl lod

“The G
positioning Ardsley as a “trail fown,”
taking advantage of the South County
Iailway by holding trail-related events.
The plan acknowledges that tie village
has existing assets Mal can help build
abrand to help attract new businesses
and econemic aclivily associated with
sports, fikness, health, and recreation.
Howorer, there are challenges to the
branding/marketing campaign. The
plan comments on “negative percep-
tions,” listing eesistance to
devclopment within the school district
and the Village's ‘reputarion” as 2 “chal-
Ienging political environment in which
to do development,” stating that it will
require efforl to address the village’s
“image problem.” Some solutions it
offers arc o business appreciation ¢ym-
paign, internal community education,
and more digital meda usage,
Crafled will set up a timeline and
milestones for the branding process.

Pl alse urges

Happenings

The Ardsley Pollinator Pathyay annusl

ial event this Samrday,
Dec. 10, at 23 Orlando Ave, 11 am-2 pam.;
with 20t <hocelate, mulled apple cider.
Daked gouds, and [rev native plant seeds,
For details, visit m'dslm‘pu].lmamrpmhwa)'
o7, Rainsnuw dute Dx

The willage parmers
Parks Foundations to remove invasive
vines from frecs al Macy Tark nest Sar-
er. 17, 10 a.m -1 pom. Tools and
R gloves il be provided. Register at
andsley pollinatospathuvay.org T secelie
details about location.

Appendix — page 37
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Points of View

FroM THE EDITOR

Too far from zero

Instead of “swaste,” Caitlin Chang of Hastings preferred to use
the word “discards™ during an online panel discussion she mod-
erated on the evening of Nov. 15,

The discnssion was titled “Maving Westchester County
Toward Zevo Waste” and was hosted by the Westchestee Alllanee
for Sustainable Solutions {WASS), of which Chang isa member.
WASS was founded by Couriney Williams of P

WASS wanls Lo eliminate the need for the whedabmtm
incinerator in Peekskill. Except for reeyelables, most of the
material picked up by municipal sanitation departments in
Westchester ends up at Wheclabrator, which 1s on the Hud-
son River, adjacent to the former Indian Point Energy Center.
Westchester County has a contract with Wheelabrator that
ends in 2029.

The discussion featured five experts, most of whom talked
about zero waste cfforts in other states such as California and
Vermont.

In Westchester, the zere swaste mavernent has led to the estab-
Tishment of food scrap drop-off sites in recent véars, including
Veteran Fark in Ardsley, the facmcts market in Trvington, and
the departments of public works in Dabbs Ferry and Hastings.
Westchester food scraps end up trucked to the Ulster County
Resource Recovery Agency.

WASS wants to expand such initiatives. On its website (wass-
peekskill.arg) is a food seraps composting pledge for individu-
als who want to participate in backyard composting, food scrap
recycling, and other reduce, rense, and recycle efforts.

WSS also wants Westchester County to hire a zero waste
comsullanl and has drafted a letter for businesses and organi-
zations Lo sign (wasspeekskill org/zwplan) and a resolution for
municipal boards to pass (wasspeekskill.org/pdf/ZeroWast-
cResolution. pdf}.

On Now. 16, the office of Westchester County Fxecutive
George Latimer issucd a press release titled “Westchester
County Leads the wWay on Recyeling Bfforts.” The press relesse
toured that the amount of residential trash collected has
decreased from 495,659 tons in 2003 to 390,243 tons in 2021,
and that the annual recvcling rate [ias been at least 50 percent.
dusing that period, |

Westchester Couuq, PpRRi= e, Material Ruu\vr.ry Faciliry in
Yorkers, which is for sani 2 ciitg, and a hald
Material Recovery Facilily in Valhalls, which is for uld:mdmh
For more info about the Inm-n visit hitpsfenvironment west—
chestergov.com/facilitiesth mrf.

That 145,416-Lon reduction in waste is admirable. So is the
$7,006,704.59 the County made from the sale of recyclables in
2021, That 390,243 tons, however, is foo far from ero and oo
far frony eliminating the need for ncinerating waste.

PAGE § — )
THE RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022

Happenings

The Villige of Ardsley partners with the
Westchester Parks Foundation Lo remove
invasive vines [rom trees at Macy Park this
Satarday: Dec, 17, 10 a.m.-1 p.n. Tools and
wortk gloves will be provided to voluntesms.
Repister at ardsleypollinatorpathway.org to
vercive details about Jocation.
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The remperarure lingered in the 305
as gardeners gathered o prepare for
spring on Saturday, Dec, 10— 11 days
Defore the winler solstice.

The 3-hoyr gei-together was the sce-
ond annual seed swrap hosted by Carol
Sommerfield, chuir of the Ardsler Pol-
linaror Patway Commities, outside her
home on Orlanda Avenue. Hot apple
<ider, hot chocolate, and assorted baked
gonds were also provided

The Pollinator Pathway movernent,
which starred in Conneclienl in 2017,
promotes pesticide-free native habitals
that attract bees, buttertlies, and birds.
The movement also encourages reduc-
ing lawns and removing Invasive veg -
etation. Follinalor Palhway programs
exist in Hastings and Irvington as well.

The seeds ar the swap, all of which
were free, were supplied by Sommerfield
and Eilippine Hoogland of Bedford. Free
plastic pots sere also available. Hoogland
is an adminisirator of the Westchester
Pollinators group on Facebook and &
<co-fauinder ol Healthy Yards, 5 nonprofit

sat co-hosted a seed swap at the Bedford.
Hills (pain stalion in Octeber.
The Ardsley seed swap Kalured an

Jena Govin waizhes as Earol Summerfield talks to Lindsay Mags aboutadapting a milkwssd-

'Pollinator Pathway beckons with Iree seeds

By Tim Lamorle.

adopt-a-milkweed table, whers foar types
efmilloveed  commmen, busterfly, shawy,
and swamp — were available in pots of
$0il. Gitl Seoul Joms Covin, a fifth-prada:
at Arddley Middls School, staled e tabls.
Lile ather native perennials, mlk-
weed sceds need to be oatside during the
winter, cither in pots or in the ground,
in oeder to germinare in the spring —a
process known as stratification. Milk-
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weed s the only plant on which mon-
arch bureerfiies will Tay their eggs.
Axdsley Mayor Mancy Kabeolian vwas
the first to adopt a milksveed. Two days.
Later. the Village of Ardsley lenmed that
Kaboulian was added to the Mayor's
ionarch Pledge Leadership Circle for
2022, The pledge is a program of the

"MNalfonal Wildlife Federation. 1 he Lead-

ership Cirele is for heads of government
whose communities take sight or more
actions to help manarchs! In Ardsley,
ther were 14 actions.

1n Tuly, the Interpational Union for
the Comservation of Natuge (TUCN}
Listed migratory monarch butterflies as
endangered and at risk for extinction
dug to habital destruction and climate
change. The monarchs winler in Mex-
ics and California, and then migraie
north w breed during the summer,

The Ardsley Pollinator Patlway
Committee will host an invasive vine
removal at Macy Park on Dec. 17,
from 10 a.n.- L p.m; a Erom Sced to
Plant Workshop at the Ardsley Pablic
Library an Dec, 28, from 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m.; and the second part of an online
preseatation tifled “Letting Go of the
Tawn” on Jan. 18, from 7:30-8:45 p.m.
T zesister for all programs, visit www.
ardsleypollinatorpathway.org.

On Jan. 22, the Great Westchestee Pel-
linator Mceting will be held at the bed-
ford Hills train station with a sexd work-
shop from 24+ pam,, follawsd By 2 mest-
ingand presentations from 4-6 P

FRJDVAV, JANUARY 6, 2023 THE RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE — PAGE ¢

Spreading seeds
‘Camnl Sommedield, i of tha Arisley Polfinator Pathneay Commities, sprinkies water

ciuring 3 “From Seel 1n Plal” workshop a e Anisley Publ Urary

of Doblrs Ferry 2mi her 7-

LT

\,,

Hands-on

Road

The existing site 3t 657 Saw Mill

Court clears t

“The Supreme Court of the State of New
York Appellate Division, Second Fudicial
Department, handed down a coutt arder
on Nov, 22 in favor of the Village of Ard-
sley Zoming Board of Appeals (ZBA) and
"Thormwoor] Four Comners, LLC, granting
Thornwend the right lo putse its apphica-
tion to builda gas station and convenience
store at 657 Saw M River Ruad {Koute
9A), sonth of the intersection of 94 and
As Aventie.

| Thornwood leased the .53-acre property
in March of 2016 from The Thorpe Met’a
rtney Famnily Partnership andl applied o the
huilding department for a permit to con-
struct @ gas slation coniprising cight new gas
pumps with a canopy, 20 parki and

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2022 THE RIVERTOWNS ENTERPRISE — PAGE 9

Mayar Naney Kaiioolian picks up trash along Saw Mill River Road {Route 94) during &
wolunieer cleanug and invasive vine fop that the Westchester Parks Faundation hafd at
M.E. Macy Paric an Saturday, Dge. 17.
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he way for gas station plan

ford Awe., dbutting the sitc, had his peti-
tion to block Thormsvood’s plan dismissed.
He had contended rhat there was a lapse
in operation — “abandonment” — [ram
February 2016 1o April 2017, and therefore
Thornwood coukdn't build a gas station

‘Thormwood maintained that the discov-
ey of (v previons oil spills contaminating
1he site, delays in consiruction equipment
arriving. water problems arising duting
excavation, and {nteractions with the state
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion (17KC) reparding remediation of the
soll and other 1ssues delayed construstion,
but that the compamy had nat abandoned
the site, and b fways imended to ontin-
e ifs s 5. gos station,

Thommwood fled an applicdtion wath the
ZBA, secking 4 deserninarion as to whether
b =

an 1800-suare-foat convenience siore. The
applicarion dossrrt reques| any mariances.

& service station is nor a lepal permitted
wscin Lhe B-1 Business District, bul a Geroy

e g 115¢ of the property as a
gas stalion had been abandosed. The ZBA
affirmed that the gas station had not been
abandoned, nd that the noneonforming

station formerly op e itz a3 alegal
noncenforming use, 2nd Thornwood wants
to continye that nse. Tlowever, the village
code states, “Whenever  nonconforming use
Tas heen discontinuesd or ceases operation for
2 period of  monrhs ar more, or i chunged
to & conforming e, such nonconforming
wse ahll not thereaflce b reestablished .~
Armand Boyajian, wha lives at 486 Ash-

Appendix — page 38

Id continue.

Hoyajian filed a Tmvsuit in February of

2018 against the ZBAT decisivn, and on July

30 of that year the coutt dismissed his peli-
tion. He appealed the decision, the Village
and ZBA cross-appealed, and the Now, 22,
1022 order dismisscd both the appeal and
the cross-appeal. The court has alse ordered
thaat o bill of ests is awarded to rhe Vil-
Lage wnd %BA, pavable by the petitioner;
Furthey, the erder states, “In light of our
determinalion, we necd nof reach the par-
ties’ remaining contentions”

“As a result of Lhe conrt decision, they
can proceed [orward with ihe site plan
approval process)” Building Inspector Larey
“omassa wrote in 4 Jan, 3 email to the Enfer-
‘prise, “The proposal is basically he same as
it s ety with some modlifications, bul the
plan Is still subjost 1o ehange based on BAR
fhoard uf architectural review] and village
hoard comments”
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Happenmgs

Aldsleyl’ulhmmr Pathway presents “Orgm-
ic and Awesome Lawns” with national
expert Paul Tukey discussing how to achieve
a beautiful landscape wilhout the use of
chemicals and offering other how-to infar-
mation on Thursday, Feb. 16, 7-8:30 pam. via
Zoom. For details and to register, visit ards-
leypollinatorpathyay.org.

PAGE B'—
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Happenings

Volunteer to help Ardsley Pollinator Path-
way, in partnership with the Saw Mill River
Cuoalition, remove invasive vines from trees
along the Ardsley section of the South Coun-
ty Trailway next Saturday, March 4,10 am.-
noon, Snow date March 5. For ages 12 and
up. Register at ardsleypollinatorpathnway.org.
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* Sarika Chawla’s |

In June 2022.

By Kiis Dilorgnzo

~ The ardsley Pollinator Pathway
recently cenducred iis awumi of a tho-
part Zoom presentation, “Letiing Go
ot the Lasn; Rewilding Your Suburban
Yard* moderated by Carol Sommcr-
field, chair of APP: The APP commitee
is a project of drdsley CANI by 2030,
a campaign to reduce the village’s car-
(ben emissions,

“Letting Go of the Lawn” showed
haw (o embrace suslainability through
landscape practices. Part one ook place
last Nov. 8 part two on Jan, 18,

Commities mcmber Kathy Lyvers
shated hor

planning the changes, ohserving how
the sun meves around a property, and
reducing the amount of grass by ereating
new beds for nalive plants and shribs,
On Jan. 18, Fvers contimued her nag-
rative and Sarika Chawla, 5 member of
the Ardsley PTA executive board, dis-
cussed her own efforts as a newbie,
Fvers’ hume sits on threc-guarters of
an acre. She outlined two methods of
workin; the “lazy gardencr” approach
and DIY (do it yoursell). The first
requires sullucating grass wilh alter-
nating layers of soil and newspaper
that turas inte mulch, before anyihing
can he planted. Her atlempt wasn's

|her yard, masily byhand using native
lirits, She detaifed the NECEssary steps o
onvert a conventional yard into an eco-
logically valuabTe garden: identifying and
removing invasive plants and shrubs,

cntirely I; plants took rool,
but weeds and grass grew through the
layers, which weren't compact enough,
and Fygrs wag olnhged 0 cul and sveed.
before she could continue,

She déclded hiat the DIV sermg,

Experts outline how less grass is greener

was “prerry painfuli” but it was very
effcetives it worled extremety well
e second strategy was Lo gﬂ felpy
“Teonsider myself someone whe doesit
have a grean Unmb... T had no idea
what T was getting myself into,” Chawla
sald. ‘T had wesds growing cverywhere,
and | didn’t know which were plants
and which were weeds: they all Tnoked
fine to me." She referred to iNatuzalist
(& help distinguish them, then hired
Kim Fierman, an envirenmental her-
ticulrurisl and. ecological fandscape
designes specializing in native plants.
She is @so the duthor of “The Follingtor
Vigtory Garden”

In tearing up her “boring lawn.”
Chawla had to cdlear oul hcarly every-
thing grosing, leaving a bare stretch
#hat didn’t appeal 1o the neighbors.
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Llowever, she learned to appreciate the
evolution of seasons. Dunns winter,
Eicrman holped her plant “woodies”
0 prevent the area from looking “bare
and dry and unpleasant” Chawla ssid,
“so cven i the dead of witilet, there are
some things of hcaurv lhere, and you
can ses what's happy

First, theuah, Exerman evaluated
the soil, determiined that it svas “high-
Ly compacted and water-phobic,” and.
delivered compost and ather organic
matter. “Otherwise” Chawla admitted,
“ weuld Bave stuck a couple of plans
in g hoped for the best”

By the end of her projecr, Chawla
had 70 ditferent plants in her back and
front yards, and was excired ta warch
their changes through the scasons.

Hyers stated that it wasn't necessary to
eschew all “ornamental” plangs; i, those
not native to the location, but invasives
musst be removed. When she hought her
house, its backyard was covered with
evanynus, an imvasive shrub, so she had
professionals semove iL Regardless of the
prevalent dictunn, she left her hydran-
geas and one pokeweed hush alone, “The
pokeberries are gond for animals, soin 2
meadow sctting, it might be all right to
Leave: thien there? Evers capliined.

She was quick 1o dispel ane popu-
lar misconception; *People hear ‘native
plants’ and they autematically think,

» messy meadow. But you can alse have

& morc formal garden.”

Hyers noted that some plants, such
as broad-leaved mountain mint, grow
maore quicklys her sedge plugs | became
4 hedge. Evers also planted highbush
blueberries and a fig tree.
mative plant,” she remarked, “but who
docst love fresh figs?”

She grew some plants from seed,
such #s wildflowers and perennials,
indoors under special lights, then trans-
ferred them outside. She hzd nearly
& 100 percent success rate with plgs
from local nurseries,

She discovered that amsonia
Tubrichi was easy to grow “T also foun
white wood aster hidden beneath a big
pile of weeds,” she added, “which sill

talerate a range of conditions Its a really
nice plant to have in your garden?”

e e et o b
Rabbits and a groundhog consumed
almest all her plants, except for Mox-
ican gaillardia (Blanket Aower). “Sa
I have a beautiful hillside of Mexican
gaillardia Bvcrs recounied, “That's not
the worst thing. It was very pretry, and
soume of the plarts weve 3 foct tall by the
end of the summer”

She cantioned agalnst planlmg
everything all at ance, though. “This is
2 work i progress, We du what we ean
every year, and that's OK”

Sommerficld defincd the difference
Berwean natlve gardens and pollinator
gardens. “Pollinators need flowers — as
long as they're not invasive. In pollina-
tor gardens, if' there are non-malis:
yony hae Lo Lake them oul”

Confirming Evers’ starement, she
aclded, “Beerything's an experioent; we
learn along the way: I also think there’s
o much joy in playing in (he garden,
‘whether it works or not”

Chawla said she learned a valu-
able lesson, “1 was really scared of bees
before this; they made me nervous
and anyious, and all of a sudden, 1 was
‘watering these Insh bushes for the flow-
ers that had literally hundreds of bees
buzzing all around. [t was happy for
them, and I was happy that they were
liaving a good time, and | wasn't
They werew't coming after me, and my
kids were OK with it, e Tfelt like there
vrats summc growth there.

Sommerfield ofﬁ:rpd some simple
advice about planning: “Iwo-thirds for
the bitds. One-third for us. 'nym stick to
Laving the majority in your yard be native,
Decauiss you'te supporting the ecosystem. T
think hat’s a very teasonable approach?

As for lawns, she declared, “Lawns
are fine; there-are just too many of
them. Keop them to a minimum. Use
them like an arca rag, orin high-traftic
arcas, and then have fun gardening in
the the rest of the space”

For design and plant information,
all three women recommended visiting.
the New York Botanical Garden's native
plants garden, jolning Facebook graups
such as Plants of the Nartheast, sub-
scribing to Cathy Ludden’s Greenburgh
Mature Center blog, and mising the
APP wobsite for specific garden gridss.
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Organic lawn care expert shares insight into ‘poop loop’
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Happenings

Voluntee: to help Ardsley Pollinator
Pathway, in partnership with the Saw
Mill River « Joalition, remoye invasive vines
from trees along the Ardsley section of
the South County Trailway this Saturday,
March 4, 10 a.m.-noon. Snow date March
5. For ages 12 and up. Register at ardsley-

pollinatorpathway.org.

By Kiis DiLorsmzo

Paul ‘Tukey, a national expert on
arganic lawn care, appeared in a Zoom
session sponsorcd by Ardsley Pollinator
Pathway on Fcb, 16,

The New York ‘limes has called
Tukey “the godfather ot the natural
land care movement.” He's also author
of “The Organic Lawn Care Manual,”
publisher of faur magazines, an HGTV
shony host, and was nominated for three
Emmy Awards tor his documentary “A
Chetmical Reaction.”

Carol Sommerfield, chair of the
Ardsley Pollinator Pathway Commit-
tee, introduced Tukey, saying, “Ilc
looks at root-caused problems, which
MEans we don'r have to keep treating
symptoms.”

4 Lot of poople think goine orga:
ic means you're giving up somethung,
Tukey told his viewers, “Golng organ-
ic is not going ugly; you can have the
greenest [awn in the neighborhoud if
you know what you're doing.” L eged
his audicnce (9 “learn Lo think like
Mother Nature”

Tukey credits his grandmother, who
ran a dairy farm in Maine with het hus-
band, for instilling in him the concept
of “the poop laop of life”

The “poap loap” was her short-
hand for the cycle that begins with the
soil and living plants, ead plants and
animal waste, including worm “cast-
ings.” form soil from which new plants
grow; even single-cell organisms cat,
digest, and excrete. Animals consume
the plants and excrete; those excre
tions, used as manare, retuen to the soil,
where they fertilize sceds, which grow

Paul Tukey

in(w plants, and the cyle contimes

“["m trying to get rid of what I call
the ‘moron approach,” Tukey said of
his mission. “The lawn care indus-
try weanls to sell more fertili
walzring devices. The reality is, if you
put less on, the planet is going to be
‘much more healt

That approach includes abandon-
ing products such as the herbicides
Roundup and Weed & Feed. “al of that
product winds up in the ocean al some
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time, o in the rivers,” he explained, and
exposes humans and animals to air-
burnc tozins that don’t Jisappear aler
the little yellow lawn signs warning of
their use have been removed.

Weed & Feed contains a chemi-
cal that was used in Agent Orange.
Roundup has been banned in Montre-
al, Canada; in Ontario, only farmers
can buy its concentrated form, after
passing a certification exam and test
1S, Federal regulations require any-
ane using Roundup professionally to
wear a bazmat suit. Tukey doesn't sec
the U.S, siluation changing, because of
Tobbying by Roundup’s manufactur-
er Mousanto (now owned by Bayer),
which created DDT and CMOs (genet-
ically modified organisms). Roundup
is the target of lawsuits.

Killing weeds organically is safer
and achieves equal results, Tukey said.
During a roofinz project, he left 2 picee
of rubber roof lining on the ground
for a while, and accidentally discovered
that it killed what was underneath.
“The soil ca’t breathe anymore,” he
related. “Rubber pond liner also kills
plants quickly and efficiently. Howey-
er, he noted, “You will have bare soil.
Plant what you wunt Lo have there
right avan”

Healthy lawns start with healthy
soil, and Tukey urged his audience to
have theirs tested for nitrogen content,
the lawr’s expected hours of sun, (he
amount of foot traffic, and abiliry to
retain water. “You can’t manage what
you den't measure,” he declared. “You're
making a wild guess, and you wor't
o what you're doing” To increase a
lavwerr's sponge factor, he advised fertiliz-

ing with a compost layer that’s not too
thick, because it will smother the grass.

A lawn needs a deep rool sysiem,
50 grass and plants can “drink” there
instead of water remaining on the
surface where grubs will cat the grass,
causing brown paiches. Ie cautioned
thase who mow their lasens to keep
the blades sharp. “A sharp blade cuts
grass, a dull blade tears grass. Torn
grass gets disease and insect infesta-
tions,” he said.

Tukey revealed that clover is not a
weed, but a “fertilizer factory,” because
when its roots break off, they feed oth-
er plants around it; clover is alsa good
for bees. He told listeners that weeds
arc “messengers™; dandelions cr plan-
tain weeds on a lawn means that’s
what the soil wants to grow. “Tf you're
hoping the bare patch on your lasm is
going to fill in, it’s not. Weeds are going
to il it instead”

Other nuggets of advice he dis-
pensed: svater avens early in the morn-
ing; plant a butfer on sloping lawns
to prevent any products leaching inte
any nearby waler; use organic prod-
ucts made by Coast of haine, Organic
Mechanics, Purely Organic Lawn Food,
andl Torcheds snd cemember the “poop
Toop of life”

For examples of erganic horticul-
ture, Tukey showed slides of Glenstone
Muscum in Potomse, Maryland, a “liv-
ing classroom” an an all-organic 350-

acre site that inchides native meadows, |

a 5-acre organic lawn, restored streams
and tributaries, forests, and more than
14,000 recendly planted native (rees,
Tukey is Glenstone’s direcror of envi-
ronmental stewardship.
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Village of Ardsley

The Village of Ardsley is working
on a Parks and Recreation
Master Plan to promote
recreational opportunities while
enhancing the parks, facilities,
and natural resources of the
Village. Additionally, new
opportunities for the community to
connect with the Saw Mill River in
V.E. Macy park have been
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Happenings

Ardsley Pollinator Patrvay and the drdsley
Garden Club hos. 4 Spring Garden Fes-
tival ficxt Sunday, March 12, noon-1:30
P at the commmmity ceneer. Visil grds-

created through new viewing and
seating areas.

Saturday, March 12, 2022

SPRING 2022

NEWSLETTER
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V.E. Macy Park

The park, located between two major
highways, is an amazing river front
green space in Ardsley. In the wake of
flooding events, it became clear to
county engineers and planners that
V.E. Macy Park needed
improvements. The park currently is
under construction with plans to
improve green infrastructure elements
by reducing impervious surfaces and
planting more native trees and shrubs
to help restore the floodplain. Their
improvements are also working to
strengthen access to the Saw Mill
River, to create a better park for all
residents.

Merigoids saved by Carol Sommerdleld

Spring festival offers how-tos for gardeners |

By Kris Dilorenza.

Eight days befote the start of spring,
the Ardsley Pollinator Fatliway Conumit
to¢ (APP) and the Ardsley Garden Club
will offer help fior gardeners prepaing for
the warmer weather,

On Sunday, Mareh 12, Lhe fivo gronps
will liorst, the village's first Spring Garclen.
Festival, which will take piace at the com-
munity centet from noot o 430 p.m.

The free lestival is an all-volunteer
occaxion for the two organizations, which
planted the public library’s native vegeta-
ton garden last year.

"We_ wand (o get people exciled aboul
gandening” APP chair Cangl Sormmcrfield
said, “For the garden lub it is abour the
Jow of plants — indoer plants and ont-
daor plants — and helping people to be
better plant geowers aud stowards.”

The parden cinb, more than 60 years
ald. helps promote the flowering environ-
ment around the village. “Daffodils, mums,
impaliens, perenmnials, and other annuals
have boen added o ateas in the downtosen,

Hibrary, planiers, and teaffic islands.” cluly
president Linda Kiel statel,“We have given
scholarships 10 graduating high school stu-
dents, held many Hower shows, and worked
hast] i improve fhe appesrance of Ardsley”

Tor ATR, Somnecfield said, the: fstival
Is about “the opportunity to connect, 1o
win hearts and mines to help our threai-
encd pollinators and ceospstem, and to
be a resource to the community. Both
erganizations want people to experience
the joy of growing your owe faod, and so
wicll hatve lots of inlermation about that”

Kiel's aim is “ta help get information our
1o urea residents whe are interested in plan(-
ing hoth vegetable gardcns anc replaving
lawhs with native plants that will support
‘habitat for boes, bulterflies, birds, anc! all
Tiving creatures thatar native I this arca®

During the festival, altendees con
fecqive garden consultations, design iccas,
and houseplmt ungent care; lean to iden-
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{ily and manage invasive planis; and order
native plant plugs and annual plants for
spring delivery. The garden club will hold.
a “plant ICU” where pegple can bring
ailing plants for diagnosis and treatment
resomumendations.

Presentations are planned oo frve -
icy: rewilding your yard, propagating
lants, jrowing your own food, creating
Nlorwer arrangements, and lomato farm-
ing a worlsslivg lor children), Worlshop
attendecs will leave with potted seeds. APP
also veill give away pmjrszlkwced seeds.

Kathy Evers, who rewilded her yard in a
pear and led twa Znom scssians about her
experience, will lead the rewilding panel
discssion on native and pollinator plants.
Other panelists fenatively scheduled iclude:
Sarika Chawla, Dina Patterson, Jan Nor-
dhem, and Tilippine de Hoan (of Healihy
Yards anel Westchester Polliatos Pathvway ).

“We will have combination of peopl:
swha went the DYT route, and athers who.
hired profcssionals, to speak aboul their
experiences” Sommerfield noted

The public is invited to send picturcs
of their gardens in advance (o ardsleypol-
Finatorpathwar@gmail.cem, so they can
Teceive a consultation on

A demonstration on plant propagation
will offer instruction on the process wsmg
division, alr layering, and rooting meth-
ods, indoors or antdaors. Ruchi Aparwal
and Linda Caldwell, who were instru-
mental in APP's “Vepgie Mania” event last
March, alang with Kiel and Garden Club
vice president Mary Keenan, vill teach
how to grow vegelabiles and herbs from
seeds, Free seedlings will be distributed
elaile sup plies last, and wirkshop partic-
ipants will leave with their own plants to
start Indoars. Al ages are welcome in this
workshop.

Flly Akhaven, former owner of Lilac
Florist in Ardsley, will teach flower
attanging, using sustainable materials
and commen fowers easily available;
participants will create thelr own Hower
arrangements to tale bome.

Ardsley Children's Librarian barianne

Ripin will read “Tomaloes for Neela” by
coelbook author Pachma Lakshnal, 1o Lntro-
duce children Io growing tomato plaags und
marigolds by slarting fhe: seedlings indouors,
then planting them outdoors after the last
frost. Children will take home packets of |
seeds. The workshup requires advance rey-
isteation at il lp/3Z5tekz,

“TLis important for s to show howe
useful repurposing contalners can be”
Sommericdd cmphasized, “We'll be using
repurposcd plastic contaiers and cow
pots, which ate made from mukled sow
manure, [ knos it may not sound appeal-
Ing, bul kids love the concepl. The pots
lousk, s, andl el just Like peal pats.”

The garden club will be taking pro-or-
ders for their annual plant sake on May 13,
laturing annuals, vepelaliles, and herbs
from Carlson Nursery an Dobbs Ferry
Road in White Plains. inchiding French
marigelds, petunias, begomias, geranits,
impatiens, coleus, and sabvia, as well as
basil, pardey; thyme, and cilntro,

APP will concluct a native plant plug
pre-sale, featuring easy-care natlves for
both shade and sun, supplied by Zoe's

Native Plants in Dobbs Ferry. Pick-up
dates will be announced to custem-
ers after the sale, between April and the
beginning of June

“I'he Garden Club does so much for
Arddley and for beawtification of the
town, and |hvir membership needs a
boost,” Sommertield noted. “Tapchally
people can come, see what is going on,
and hecome interested in helping the
comnunily through participaling in
elther or hoth organizations”

Pollinators will benefit from the festl
vil. toe: through a work af arl, children
at. the event will highlight the dearth of
monarch butterflies, whose population
+exlined in recent yeats.

“The kids will calor manarch butterflies,
caterpillars, chysalis, and milkweod plants]
Semmerlicld elborated. “We |l then puc all
ihe: creations ona wall al the community
eenter and talie 4 picture at the end, It will
be beautiful and will also taise awareness
abaut the plight of the monarch butterflics
at the same time. Al the end violl tale a pie-
e of the art before dismssombling it and
featre it an our Ardsley FE vizbaite”






